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1  Fellowship & Forgiveness 

1 John 1:1–10 

 

Chris�ans everywhere seem to be interested in fellowship. They gather in fellowship halls, a end fellow-

ship dinners and par�cipate in well-organized ac�vi�es with fellow believers. But what really cons�tutes 

biblical fellow ship? A covered dish supper? Coffee and doughnuts? Social events and ac�vi�es? Perhaps 

more than any other passage of Scripture, these opening verses of 1 John establish the basis of true fellow-

ship that is to be enjoyed and experienced by all Chris�ans. More importantly, they enable us to under-

stand how we can know we have fellowship with God. 

 

1.  What normally comes to your mind when you think of Chris�an fellowship? 

 

2.  Read 1 John 1:1–10. John begins this chapter by announcing an apostolic message. What is the content 

of that message (vv. 1–2)? | 

 

3.  What are John's reasons for announcing his message (vv. 3–4)? 

 

4.  In light of this apostolic message, what is the founda�on of our fellowship as Chris�ans? 

 

5.  John provides a test by which we can know if we have fellowship with God (vv. 5–10). What kind of test 

is it? 

 

6.  The basis for this test is God's character (v. 5). What specifically do light and darkness symbolize (vv. 5–7; 

see Jn 3:19–21)? 

 

7.  The first part of John's test concerns the way we live or “walk” (vv. 6–7). What is the rela�onship be-

tween our conduct and our claim to have fellow ship with God? 

 

 Is John describing Chris�ans who are either in or out of fellowship with God, or Chris�ans and those 

 who really do not know God at all? Explain. 

 

8.  The second part of John's test concerns our aDtude toward sin (vv. 8–10). What does our denial or con-

fession of sin reveal about the reality of our rela�onship with God? 

 

9.  Based on your study of this passage, what does it mean to have fellowship with God and each other? 

 

10.  Does John's test strengthen or weaken your assurance of fellowship with God? Explain. 

 

11.  How can we enjoy a greater fellowship with those who know the Father and the Son? 
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2  Talking & Walking the Truth 

1 John 2:1–11 

Purpose: To realize that we must look beyond what we say to what we do in order to be certain 

about the reality of our faith. 

From the very beginning of Jesus' ministry, he emphasized that it is not what we profess but what we possess 

that counts for eternity. In his first major message he declared, “By their fruit you will recognize them.” He 

then went on to teach, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 

he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Mt 7:20–21). 

In the same way, St. John emphasizes that our claim to know Jesus must be backed by our conduct; our talk 

must be matched by our walk. Both are necessary if we are to be certain about the reality of our faith. 

 

1.  When people we know say one thing yet do another, which usually tells the truth about them? Why? 

 

2.  Read 1 John 2:1–11. Although St. John does not want us to sin, he knows that we some�mes do (vv. 1–2). 

How does the realiza�on that Jesus speaks “in our defense” provide comfort and assurance when you sin? 

 

3.  How does the concept of atoning sacrifice (v. 2) help us understand the way Jesus “speaks” for us? 

 

4.  According to St. John, how can we tell whether we truly know Christ or merely claim to know him (vv. 3–

6)? 

 

 What other conclusions does St. John make about those who obey or disobey Christ's commands? 

 

5.  Prac�cally speaking, what does it mean to “walk as Jesus did” (v. 6)? 

 

6.  In verses 7–11, St. John focuses on one of the commands. How can this command be both old and new (vv. 

7–8)? 

 

7.  Why would love for our brother rather than love for God serve as a test of being in the light (vv. 9–11)? 

 

8.  Compare St. John's statements about love and hate (vv. 9–11) with similar ones made later in the epistle 

(3:10, 14–15). How do these verses clarify the two types of people St. John is contras�ng? 

 

9.  In view of the overall context of this passage, what does it mean to live in the light (v. 10)? 

To live in Christ (v. 6)? 
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3  Encouragement & Warning 

1 John 2:12–17 

Purpose: To encourage us in view of our spiritual a ainments and to warn us in view of our spiritu-

al enemies. 

Pilgrim's Progress is the classic tale of Chris�an's escape from the City of Destruc�on to the Heavenly City. It 

is true to experience because all of us can iden�fy with his encounters along the way. In the Valley of Humili-

a�on he enters into combat with Apollyon, his fiercest foe. At the Hill of Difficulty he meets Adam-the-First 

and his three daughters: the Lust-of-the-Flesh, the Lust-of-the-Eyes and the Pride-of-Life. In the town of Folly 

he narrowly escapes its greatest a rac�on, Vanity Fair. 

These encounters are John Bunyan's well-known descrip�ons of the threefold arena of all Chris�an con-

flict—the world, the flesh and the devil. They are the same three foes which appear here in 1 John. In a con-

text of encouragement and warning, the apostle tells us something of the evil one, the en�cement of the 

world and the sinful desires of the flesh. 

 

1.  How far did you progress as a Chris�an before you became aware of these three foes? Explain. 

 

2.  Read 1 John 2:12–17. Why would John want to give a word of encouragement at this point in his le er? 

 Why a word of warning? 

3.  Who is represented by the three groups being addressed (vv. 12–14)? 

 How are you encouraged by what John says to each group? 

 

4.  What is the source of our victory over the evil one (vv. 13–14)? 

 

 On a daily basis, how can that truth help us overcome his tac�cs and schemes? 

5.  Compare John's warning against worldliness (vv. 15–17) with what he says about the world elsewhere 

(2:2; 3:13; 4:4–5; 5:4–5, 19). What is the meaning of the word world here? 

 

6.  Why can there be no middle ground between our love for God and love for the world (vv. 15–17)? 

 

7.  How would you explain each of the three worldly desires John men�ons in verse 16? 

 In what ways do these desires manifest themselves today? 

 

8.  What are the reasons why we are to resist such tempta�ons (vv. 15–17)? 

 

9.  How does the realiza�on that the world is passing away (v. 17) lessen its appeal in your life? 

 

10.  How does this passage help us gain a be er understanding of our spiritual ba le? 
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4 How Important Is Theology? 
1 John 2:18–27 

There is an increasingly popular mindset within the church today which seeks to divorce Chris�an teaching 

from Chris�an living. “We don't want more theology,” we are told, “just more about Jesus.” But how can we 

learn more about Jesus apart from a proper understanding of who he is and what he has accomplished? The 

fact is, there is nothing more basic to Chris�anity than the person and work of Christ. Apart from understand-

ing Christ, there can be no real Chris�an living. That is why St. John goes to great lengths to protect his “dear 

children” from false views about Christ and to instruct them in the truth. Right thinking leads to right living. 

 

1.  What false views about Jesus Christ are popular today? 

 

2.  Read 1 John 2:18–27. What characteris�cs of false teachers and their teaching is St. John exposing in these 

verses? 

 

3.  All the New Testament authors viewed the first coming of Christ as the event which marked the beginning 

of the end—“the last hour.” What are some of the signs of the last hour (vv. 18–19)? 

 

4.  What does St. John tell us about the rela�onship between our presence in the church and our persever-

ance in the faith (v. 19)? 

 

5.  Truth is the most effec�ve defense against an onslaught of error. What is the “anoin�ng” that gives us 

such knowledge of the truth (vv. 20–21; also v. 27)? 

 

6.  To deny that “Jesus is the Christ” (v. 22) is to deny that the man Jesus is the eternal, divine Christ—the 

God-Man. Why is St. John so harsh toward those who believe and teach such a view (vv. 22–23)? 

 

7.  Why is remaining in the truth so important in the Chris�an life (vv. 24–25)? 

 

8.  How do verses 18–27 serve to fulfill St. John's purpose for wri�ng this por�on of his le er (v. 26)? 

 

9.  What can we learn from his approach that will help us not to be led astray by false teaching? 

 

10.  Obviously St. John is not sugges�ng that all human teachers are unnecessary (v. 27), or else he would not 

have wri en this epistle. In light of the problem he is addressing, what then is he saying? 

 

11.  How does his instruc�on (v. 27) help us understand what it means to remain in Christ? 

12.  What does this passage teach us about the Holy Spirit's ministry of preserving us from error? 

 What does it teach about our responsibility of persevering in the truth? 
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5 

Like Father, Like Son 

1 John 2:28–3:10 

 

1.  Read 1 John 2:28–3:10. Based on John's emphasis at the beginning and the end of the passage (2:28–29; 3:9–10), 

what test is he using to validate a person's claim of being born again? 

 

2.  Why is our con�nuance in Christ the basis of our confidence at his coming (v. 28)? 

 

 

3.  Throughout this passage John teaches that God's children resemble their Father. In what ways does he reinforce this 

principle (2:29–3:10)? 

 

4.  How does the realiza�on that we are God's children help us grasp the greatness of his love for us (3:1)? 

 

 

5.  How does the hope of Christ's appearing (vv. 2–3) serve as a purifying influence in your life? 

 

 

6.  How does John's defini�on of sin (v. 4) compare with some of the viewpoints people have today? 

 

 

7.  Although Chris�ans can and do sin, how does knowing Christ change our rela�onship to sin (v. 6)? 

 

What do you think John means by “keeps on sinning” and “con�nues to sin” (v. 6)? 

 

8.  What specifically is the decep�on John warns against in this passage (v. 7)? 
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6 Blessed Assurance 

1 John 3:11–24 

 

1.  Read 1 John 3:11–24. St. John begins this passage by talking about love and hate. How do Cain and Able 

illustrate the two basic categories of humanity (vv. 11–15)? 

 

2.  Why is Christ's death on the cross the supreme example of love (v. 16)? 

 

3.  In verse 17 St. John men�ons one specific way we can follow Christ's example. How have you and those 

in your church sought to love those with material needs? 

 

In what other prac�cal ways might we “lay down our lives” for each other? 

 

4.  How can St. John's assurances in verses 19–20 help us deal with �mes of doubt? 

 

5.  Why would our obedience to God's commands affect our confidence in prayer (vv. 21–22)? 

 

6.  Why do you think St. John reduces the commandments to a single command to be obeyed (v. 23)? 

 

7.  Both outwardly and inwardly, how can we know Christ lives in us (v. 24)? 

 

Why are both types of assurance important? 

 

8.  What specifically is the decep�on John warns against in this passage (v. 7)? 
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9 Faith Is the Victory 

1 John 5:1–12 

 

1.  What are some of the more popular ways the “victorious Chris�an life” is being portrayed today? 

 

2.  Read 1 John 5:1–12. What are some inevitable results of the new birth (vv. 1–2)? 

 How are these results related to each other? 

 

3.  Why is obedience to God's commandments not burdensome for Chris�ans (v. 3)? 

 

 How then can we explain the struggle we some�mes have to obey? 

 

4.  Reflect for a moment on the two major characteris�cs of the world described earlier (see 2:15–17; 4:1–

6). What then does it mean for us to “over come the world” (vv. 4–5)? 

 

 When and how does this victory take place (vv. 4–5)? 

 

5.  The here�cs of John's day taught that the divine Christ descended on Jesus at his bap�sm but leQ before 

his death (v. 6). What is wrong with this view? 

 

6.  How does the fact that Jesus Christ came by water (symbolizing his bap�sm) and blood (symbolizing his 

death) refute that heresy (v. 6)? 

 

7.  The Old Testament law required two or three witnesses to prove a claim. Who are John's three witnesses, 

and what do they tes�fy (vv. 7–8)? 

 

9.  Why should we accept this threefold tes�mony concerning God's Son (v. 9)? 

 

10.  How does your own experience confirm the truth that eternal life is found in Jesus (vv. 10–12)? 
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10 

What We Know as Chris�ans 

1 John 5:13–21 

 

1.  Verse 13 is a summary statement of purpose for the en�re epistle. What then are those “things” which 

assure us we have eternal life? 

 

How would you respond to those who say it is presumptuous to claim we know we have eternal life? 

2.  How can we be assured that our prayers will be answered (vv. 14–15; see also 3:21–22)? 

 

3.  How can we get to the point where we want what God wants? 

 

4.  Verses 16–17 provide one illustra�on of the kind of prayer that can be made with confidence. For whom 

should we be praying? Why? 

 

5.  In light of the whole context of this epistle, what might be the dis�nc�on between the sin which does not 

lead to death and the one that does? 

 

6.  Why would John not encourage prayer for a person involved in the sin that leads to death? 

 

7.  Another New Testament author writes: “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 

for someone to devour” (1 Pet 5:8). In light of this danger, how are you encouraged by John's assurance in 

verses 18–19? 

 

8.  How do we know we belong to God's family and not the world's (v. 19)? 

 

9.  How does the coming of God's Son enable us to know the true God in contrast to the false concep�ons of 

God that con�nually surround us (vv. 20–21)? 

 


