Το Βιβλίο του Ιερέα για τις ακολουθίες της Θείας Λειτουργίας, του Εσπερινού

VESPERAL DIVINE LITURGY
FOR THE
EVE OF THANKSGIVING

Give thanks to the Lord
for He is good!
His love endures forever!
- Psalm 117.29
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VESPERAL DIVINE LITURGY
FOR THE EVE OF
THANKSGIVING
Priest:

Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.

Choir:

Amen.

People:

Come, let us worship and bow down before our King and
God.
Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ, our King
and God.
Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ Himself,
our King and God.
(The congregation recites the opening psalm)

PSALM 104
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
O Lord my God, You are very great!
You are clothed in praise and honor;
You cover Yourself with light as with a garment.
Spreading out the heavens like a curtain,
You cover Your chambers with the waters.
You make the clouds Your chariot,
You walk on the wings of the wind.
You make the winds Your messengers;
Your ministers a flame of fire.
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You established the earth on her sure foundation;
She will never be moved.
You cover her with the deep as with a garment.
The waters shall stand above the mountains.
At Your rebuke they shall flee.
At the voice of Your thunder they shall be alarmed.
They go up to the mountains and down to the valleys,
to the place which You appointed for them.
You have set a boundary which they shall not pass;
Neither shall they turn again to cover the earth.
You make fountains gush forth in the valleys.
The waters shall flow between the hills.
They shall give drink to all the beasts of the field
The wild donkeys shall quench their thirst.
By them the birds of the heavens shall have their habitation.
They shall sing among the branches.
You water the mountains from Your chambers.
The earth is satisfied with the fruit of Your works.
You make the grass grow for cattle,
and vegetation for the service of man;
that You may bring bread out of the earth;
and wine that gladdens the heart of man.
Oil to make his face cheerful
and bread to strengthen man’s heart.
The trees of the plain shall be full of sap,
the cedars of Lebanon which You have planted.
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There birds will build their nests.
The stork has her home in the fir trees.
The high mountains are a refuge for stags;
and the rocks for rabbits.
You made the moon to mark the seasons.
The sun knows the time of his setting.
You make darkness and it is night.
In it all the wild beasts of the forest will creep about.
Young lions roar for prey
and seek their food from God.
When the sun rises, they gather together
and lie down in their dens.
Man goes forth to his work,
and to his labor until evening.
How great are Your works, O Lord!
In wisdom You have made them all.
The earth is filled with Your creatures.
This great and wide sea in which are innumerable living things, both
small and great.
There sail the ships,
and there is Leviathan, which You made to play there.
All wait for You,
to give them their food in due season.
When You give it to them, they will gather it up;
When You open Your hand they shall be filled with good things.
But when You have turned away Your face they shall be troubled;
When You take away their breath, they fail and return to dust.
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You send forth Your Spirit and they are created;
You renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the Lord endure forever!
May the Lord rejoice in His works!
Who looks upon the earth and makes it tremble,
Who touches the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing praises to my Lord all my life!
I will sing to my God as long as I live!
May my thoughts be pleasing to Him!
I will rejoice in the Lord!
May sinners vanish from the earth
and the lawless be no more.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
The sun knows the time of his setting.
You make darkness and it is night.
How great are Your works, O Lord!
In wisdom You have made them all.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Glory to You, O God!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Glory to You, O God!
(The chanters sing:)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Glory to You, O God! Lord, You are our hope; Glory to You.
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THE GREAT LITANY
Deacon: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For the peace of God and the salvation of our souls, let us

pray to the Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For peace in the whole world, for the stability of the holy

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the
Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For this holy house and for those who enter it with faith,

reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For our Archbishop Gerasimos, the honorable presbyters,

the deacons in the service of Christ, for all the clergy and
laity, let us pray to the Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For our country, the president, and all those in public

service, that they might be strengthened in every good deed,
let us pray to the Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For this parish and city, for every city and country, and for
Choir:

the faithful who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For favorable weather, an abundance of the fruits of the

earth, and temperate seasons, let us pray to the Lord.
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Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For travelers by land, sea, and air, for the sick, the

suffering, the captives, and for their salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and

distress, let us pray to the Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Help us, save us, have mercy upon us, and protect us, O

God, by Your grace.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Remembering our most holy, pure, blessed, and glorious

Lady , the Theotokos and ever virgin Mary, with all the
saints, let us commit ourselves and one another and our
whole life to Christ our God.
Choir:

To You, O Lord.

Priest:

O Lord, compassionate and loving, long-suffering and
merciful, listen to our prayer and give heed to the voice of
our supplication. Guide us in Your way that we may live in
Your truth. Gladden our hearts that we may fear Your holy
name. You are great and perform wondrous deeds. You
are the only God! You are merciful and able to save all
those who hope in Your holy name.

Priest:

For to You belongs all glory, honor and worship, to the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever
and to the ages of ages.

Choir:

Amen.
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PSALM 140:1-2
Choir:

Lord, I have cried out to You, hear me. Hear me, O Lord.
Lord, I have cried out to You, hear me. Receive the voice of
my prayer when I cry out to You. Hear me, O Lord.
(The Offering of Incense)

Let my prayer be set forth as incense before You, the lifting
up of my hands as an evening sacrifice. Hear me, O Lord.

VERSES AND HYMNS
Chantor: I cried out to You, O Lord and said: “You are my hope, my

share in the land of the living.” Psalm 140:7
Tone 1
Come O thankful people! Let us raise a hymn of grateful
praise to God, our Benefactor and Creator, the bountiful
source of all our blessings: the riches of our earthly life, and
the glory of the world to come, for in His great mercy and
love for us His children, He has granted us salvation.
Chantor: If You retain sins, Lord, O Lord, who would remain

standing? With You there is forgiveness. Psalm 129:3-4
Come O thankful people! Let us praise the Father, who in
His goodness created heaven and earth, and all that is in
them. He has endowed us, His creatures, with reason to
worship Him, and in His great mercy and love for us His
children, has granted us salvation.
Chantor: For the sake of Your name, O Lord, I have waited for You;

my soul has waited for Your word, my soul has hoped in the
Lord. Psalm 129:5
Come O thankful people! Let us praise the only-begotten
Son, who for our sake clothed Himself in human nature,
deigning to suffer and die for us, trampling down death and
raising us with Himself, who in His great mercy and love for
His children, has granted us salvation.
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Chantor: From the watch of dawn until the night, from the watch of

dawn, let Israel hope in the Lord. Psalm 129:6
Come O thankful people! Let us praise the Holy Spirit, who
descended upon the Apostles, making them fishers of men,
and through whom the earth has received the knowledge of
the Holy Trinity, who in His great mercy and love for us
His children, has granted us salvation.
Tone 6
Chantor: Praise the Lord all you nations, praise Him all you peoples!

Psalm 116:1
Let us give thanks to God in hymns of praise, ever blessing
Him for His bounty and mercy, His earthly gifts and
heavenly grace, His mercy and forgiveness, His never
ending love towards us His children, through which we
have received the promise of eternal life.
Chantor: For mighty is His love for us and the truth of the Lord

endures forever. Psalm 116:2
Let us give thanks to Almighty God for His gracious love
towards us, for our preservation and the blessings of this
life. Let us thank Him for His boundless love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, for the gifts of His grace, and the hope of eternal
life.
Tone 8
Chantor: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

We Your grateful and unworthy servants, praise and glorify
You, O Lord, for the great benefits we have received from
You. We bless You, we thank You, we sing to You, and
we glorify Your great goodness! In humility and love we
hymn You: O Creator, Savior and Comforter, glory to You!
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Tone 6
Chantor: Now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Who would not call you blessed, O holy Virgin? Who
would not sing the praises of your giving birth, O
Theotokos? The only-begotten Son, who has shone forth
eternally from the Father, has been born of You! He who
exists by nature as God has, in a manner beyond description,
taken on flesh and become human in nature for our sake.
He is not divided into two persons, but is known in two
natures without confusion. O blessed Lady most pure,
intercede with your Son that He will have mercy on our
souls.

THE ENTRANCE
Priest:

In the evening, morning and at noon, we praise You, bless
You, give thanks to You, and pray to You, O Master of all
and loving Lord. Guide our prayers aright, as incense
before You; do not let our hearts be led to words or thoughts
of evil but deliver us from all those who pursue our souls;
for it is to You, O Lord, that we lift up our eyes and in You,
O Lord, that we hope. O God, do not be ashamed of us.
For to You belongs all glory, honor and worship, to the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and
to the ages of ages.

Choir:

Amen.

Deacon: Wisdom. Let us stand.
Choir:

O joyful light of the holy glory of the immortal, heavenly,
holy, blessed Father, O Jesus Christ. Now that we have
come to the setting of the sun and behold the evening light,
we sing to God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is proper at
all times to praise You with cheerful voices, O Son of God,
the Giver of life. Behold, the world sings of Your glory.

Deacon: The evening prokeimenon.
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(The prokeimenon is a special verse from the Book of Psalms
to be sung at Vespers each night of the week.)

THE PROKEIMENON
Wednesday, Fifth Tone
Chantor: O God, in Your Name save me and in Your power judge

me. Psalm 53:1
Verse:

O God, hear my prayer. Psalm 53:2

THE READING
Reader: The reading is from the first Book of Chronicles.
Deacon: Let us listen attentively!
Reader: So David and the elders of Israel and the commanders of

units of a thousand went to bring the ark of the covenant of
the Lord from the house of Obed-Edom with rejoicing. And
all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord
with shouts, with the sounding of rams’ horns and trumpets
and cymbals and the playing of lyres and harps. They
brought the ark of God and set it inside the tent that David
had pitched for it and they presented burnt offerings and
peace offerings before God. After David had finished
sacrificing the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he
blessed the people in the name of the Lord. Then he gave a
loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each
Israelite man and woman. He appointed some of the Levites
to minister before the ark of the Lord, to make petition, to
give thanks and to praise the Lord, the God of Israel: Asaph
was the chief, and Zechariah was the second. That day
David first committed to Asaph and his associates this
psalm of thanks to the Lord: Give thanks to the Lord and
call upon His holy name: Make known among all the
nations what He has done. Sing to Him! Sing praise to Him!
Tell of all His wonderful deeds. Glory in His holy name!
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Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. Look to
the Lord and His strength. Seek His face always!
Remember the wonders He has done, His miracles and the
judgments He has pronounced. Sing to the Lord all the
earth! Proclaim His salvation day after day! Declare His
glory to the nations, His marvelous deeds to all peoples.
Splendor and majesty are before Him. Strength and joy are
found in His house. Bring an offering and come before
Him. Worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness. Let
the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. Let the sea
resound and all that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant and
everything in them. Then the trees of the forest will sing for
joy before the Lord, for He comes to judge the earth. Give
thanks to the Lord for He is good. His love endures forever!
Cry out, save us O God our savior! Gather us and deliver us
that we may give thanks to Your holy name. Praise be to the
Lord the God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting.
Then all the people said, “Amen” and “Praise the Lord!”
THE TRISAGION HYMN
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

Priest:

Holy God, You dwell among Your saints. You are praised
by the Seraphim with the thrice-holy hymn and glorified by
the Cherubim and worshiped by all the heavenly powers.
You have brought all things out of nothing into being. You
have created man and woman in Your image and likeness
and adorned them with all the gifts of Your grace. You give
wisdom and understanding to the supplicant and do not
overlook the sinner, but have established repentance as the
way of salvation. You have enabled us, Your lowly and
unworthy servants, to stand at this hour before the glory of
Your holy altar and to offer to You due worship and praise.
Master, accept the thrice-holy hymn also from the lips of us
sinners and visit us in Your goodness. Forgive our
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voluntary and involuntary transgressions. Sanctify our souls
and bodies and grant that we may worship and serve You in
holiness all the days of our lives, by the intercessions of the
holy Theotokos and of all the saints who have pleased You
throughout the ages.
Priest:

For You are holy, our God, and to You do we give glory, to
the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and
forever…

Deacon: And to the ages of ages.
Choir:

Amen. Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have
mercy on us (3).
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now
and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Deacon: Dynamis! Again fervently.

Choir:

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
(The priest, turning towards the Prosthesis,
says in a low voice:)

Priest:

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Priest:

Blessed are You on the throne of glory of Your kingdom,
seated upon the Cherubim always now and forever and to
the ages of ages. Amen.
THE EPISTLE

Deacon: Let us be attentive.

Reader: You are my God and I will give You thanks! You are my
God and I will exalt You! Give thanks to the Lord for He is
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good. His love endures forever! (Psalm 117:28-29)
Deacon: Wisdom.

Reader: The reading is from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
Deacon: Let us listen attentively.

Reader: Brethren: be imitators of God, as beloved children, and walk
in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But immorality and
all impurity or greed must not even be named among you,
as is fitting among saints. Let there be no filthiness, no silly
talk, nor levity, which are not fitting; but instead let there be
thanksgiving.
For once you were darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord! Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and true), and try to learn
what is pleasing to the Lord.
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but
as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are
evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the
will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is
debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, always
and for everything giving thanks in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to God the Father.
Priest:

Peace be with you, the reader.

Choir:

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Chantor: Let us sing for joy to the Lord and shout aloud to the Rock

of our salvation. Psalm 95:1
Choir: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Chantor: Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and extol Him

with music and song. Psalm 95:2
Choir: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION
TO HEAR THE HOLY GOSPEL
Priest:

Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of
Your divine knowledge and open the eyes of our minds that
we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill is
us also reverence for Your blessed commandments, so that
having conquered our sinful desires, we may pursue a
spiritual life, thinking and doing all those things that are
pleasing to You.

Priest:

For You, Christ our God, are the light of our souls and
bodies, and to You we give glory together with Your Father
who is without beginning and Your all holy, good, and life
giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.

People: Amen.

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Deacon: Wisdom. Arise. Let us hear the holy Gospel.

Priest:

Peace be with all.

People:

And with your spirit.

Deacon: The reading is from the holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

Let us be attentive. (Luke 17:12-19 page 58)
People:

Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.

Deacon: At that time Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem and was

going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As
he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping
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their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go
and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they
were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he
was healed, turned back, praising God with a Loud voice.
He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And
he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made
clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of
them found to return and praise God except this foreigner?”
Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your
faith has made you well. “
People: Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.
THE PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Priest:

Again, we bow before You and pray to You, O good and
loving God. Hear our supplication: cleanse our souls and
bodies from every defilement of flesh and spirit, and grant
that we may stand before Your holy altar without blame or
condemnation. Grant also, O God, progress in life, faith,
and spiritual discernment to the faithful who pray with us,
so that they may always worship You with reverence and
love, partake of Your holy Mysteries without blame or
condemnation, and become worthy of Your heavenly
kingdom.

Priest:

And grant that always guarded by Your power we may give
glory to You, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever and to the ages of ages.

People:

Amen.
THE GREAT ENTRANCE

People:

We who mystically represent the Cherubim sing the thrice
holy hymn to the life giving Trinity. Let us lay aside all the
cares of this life that we may receive the King of all …
(While the Cherubic Hymn is being sung,
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the Priest prays in a low voice)
No one bound by worldly desires and pleasures is worthy to
approach, draw near or minister to You, the King of glory.
To serve You is great and awesome even for the heavenly
powers. But because of Your ineffable and immeasurable
love for us, You became man without alteration or change.
You have served as our High Priest, and as Lord of all, and
have entrusted to use the celebration of this liturgical
sacrifice without the shedding of blood. For You alone,
Lord our God, rule over all things in heaven and on earth.
You are seated on the throne of the Cherubim, the Lord of
the Seraphim and the king of Israel. You alone are holy and
dwell among Your saints. You alone are good and ready to
hear. Therefore, I beg You, look upon me, Your sinful and
unworthy servant, and cleanse my soul and heart from an
evil consciousness. Enable me by the power of Your Holy
Spirit, that, vested with the grace of the priesthood, I may
stand before Your holy Table and celebrate the mystery of
Your holy and pure Body and Your precous Blood. To You
I come with bowed head and pray: do not turn Your face
away from me nor reject me from among Your children, but
make me, Your sinful and unworthy servant, worthy to offer
You these gifts. For You, Christ our God, are the Offerer
and the Offered, the One who receives and is distributed,
and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father
and Your holy, good and life giving Spirit, now and forever
and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Priest:

(The Priest censes the church and recites in a low voice the
Cherubic Hymn, and the 50th Psalm.
Then the Great Entrance takes place.)
Priest:

May the Lord our God remember us all in His Kingdom,
always, now and forever and to the ages of ages.

People:

Amen.

(The priest enters the sanctuary , while the people sing
the end of the Cherubic Hymn.)
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People:

. . . invisibly escorted by the angelic hosts, Alleluia.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
(After placing the holy gifts on the holy Table
and censing them, the priest says)
THE PETITIONS

Deacon: Let us complete our prayer to the Lord.
People:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For the precious gifts here presented, let us pray to the Lord.
People:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For this holy house and for those who enter it with faith,

reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord.
People:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and

distress, let us pray to the Lord.
People:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Help us, save us, have mercy upon us, and protect us, O

God, by Your grace.
People:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For a perfect, holy, peaceful, and sinless day, let us ask the

Lord.
People:

Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon: For an angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our

souls and bodies, let us ask the Lord.
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People:

Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon: For

forgiveness and remission
transgressions, let us ask the Lord.

People:

of

our

sins

and

Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon: For all that is good and beneficial to our souls, and for peace

in the world, let us ask the Lord.
People:

Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon: For the completion of our lives in peace and repentance, let

us ask the Lord.
People:

Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon: For a Christian end to our lives, peaceful, without shame

and suffering, and for a good account before the awesome
judgment seat of Christ, let us ask the Lord.
People:

Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon: Remembering our most holy, pure, blessed, and glorious

Lady, the Theotokos and ever virgin Mary, with all the
saints, let us commit ourselves and one another and our
whole life to Christ our God.
People:

To You, O Lord.
THE PRAYER OF THE PROSKOMIDE

Priest:

Lord, God Almighty, You alone are holy. You accept a
sacrifice of praise from those who call upon You with their
whole heart. Receive also the prayer of us sinners and let it
reach Your holy altar. Enable us to bring before You gifts
and spiritual sacrifices for our sins and for the transgressions
of Your people. Make us worthy to find grace in Your
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presence so that our sacrifice may be pleasing to You and
that Your good and gracious Spirit may abide with us, with
the gifts here presented, and with all Your people.
Priest:

Through the mercies of Your only begotten Son with whom
You are blessed, together with Your all holy, good, and life
giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.

People:

Amen.

Priest:

Peace be with all.

People:

And with your spirit.

Priest:

Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess:

People: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Trinity one in essence and
inseparable.
(At this time, it is customary to exchange the kiss of peace.)
Deacon: Guard the doors. Wisdom. Let us be attentive.

THE CREED
People: I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of
true God, begotten, not created, of one essence with the
Father through Whom all things were made. Who for us
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and
became man. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried; And He rose on the third day,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father; And He will come
again with glory to judge the living and dead. His kingdom
20

shall have no end. And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
Creator of life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who
together with the Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified, Who spoke through the prophets. In one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the age to come. Amen.
THE HOLY ANAPHORA
Deacon: Let us stand well. Let us stand in awe. Let us be attentive,

that we may present the holy offering in peace.
People: Mercy and peace, a sacrifice of praise.
Priest:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with all of
you.

People: And with your spirit.
Priest:

Let us lift up our hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest:

Let us give thanks to the Lord.

People: It is proper and right.
Priest:

It is proper and right to sing to You, bless You, praise You,
thank You and worship You in all places of Your dominion;
for You are God ineffable, beyond comprehension,
invisible, beyond understanding, existing forever and
always the same; You and Your only begotten Son and
Your Holy Spirit. You brought us into being out of
nothing, and when we fell, You raised us up again. You did
not cease doing everything until You led us to heaven and
granted us Your kingdom to come. For all these things we
thank You and Your only begotten Son and Your Holy
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Spirit; for all things that we know and do not know, for
blessings seen and unseen that have been bestowed upon us.
We also thank You for this liturgy which You are pleased to
accept from our hands, even though You are surrounded by
thousands of Archangels and tens of thousand of Angels, by
the Cherubim and Seraphim, six-winged, many-eyed,
soaring with their wings,
Priest:

Singing the victory hymn, proclaiming, crying out, and
saying:

People:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord Sabaoth, heaven and earth are filled
with Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna to God in the
highest.

Priest:

Together with these blessed powers, merciful Master, we
also proclaim and say: You are holy and most holy, You and
Your only begotten Son and Your Holy Spirit. You are holy
and most holy, and sublime is Your glory. You so loved
Your world that You gave Your only begotten Son so that
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life. He came and fulfilled the divine plan for us. On the
night when He was delivered up, or rather when He gave
Himself up for the life of the world, He took bread in His
holy, pure, and blameless hands, gave thanks, blessed,
sanctified, broke and gave it to His holy disciples and
apostles, saying:

Priest:

Take, eat this is my Body which is broken for you for the
remission of sins.

People:

Amen.

Priest:

Likewise, after supper, He took the cup, saying:

Priest:

Drink from this all of you; this is my Blood of the New
Testament, which is shed for you and for many for the
remission of sins.
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People:

Amen.

Priest:

Remembering, therefore, this command of the Savior, and
all that came to pass for our sake, the cross, the tomb, the
resurrection on the third day, the ascension into heaven, the
enthronement at the right hand of the Father, and the
second, glorious coming.

Priest:

We offer to You these gifts from Your own gifts in all and
for all.

People:

We praise You, we bless You, we give thanks to You, and
we pray to You, Lord our God.

Priest:

Once again we offer to You this spiritual worship without
the shedding of blood, and we ask, pray and entreat You:
send down Your holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts
here presented.

Priest:

And make this bread the precious Body of Your Christ.

People:

Amen.

Priest:

And that which is in this cup the precious Blood of Your
Christ.

People:

Amen.

Priest:

Changing them by Your Holy Spirit.

People: Amen. Amen. Amen.
Priest:

That these gifts may be to those who partake of them for
vigilance of soul, forgiveness of sins, communion of Your
Holy Spirit, fulfillment of the kingdom of heaven,
confidence before You, and not in judgment or
condemnation. Again, we offer this spiritual worship for
those who rest in the faith: our forefathers, fathers,
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patriarchs, prophets, apostles, preachers, evangelists,
martyrs, confessors, ascetics, and for every righteous spirit
made perfect in faith.
Priest:

Especially for our most holy, pure, blessed and glorious
Lady, the Theotokos and ever virgin Mary.

Choir:

It is truly right to bless you, Theotokos, ever blessed, most
pure, and mother of our God. More honorable than the
Cherubim, and the beyond compare more glorious than the
Seraphim, without corruption you gave birth to God the
Word. We magnify you, the true Theotokos.

Priest:

For Saint John the prophet, forerunner, and Baptist; for the
holy glorious and most honorable Apostles, for Saint
(Names) whose memory we commemorate today; and for all
Your saints, through whose supplications, O God, bless us.
Remember also all who have fallen asleep in the hope of
resurrection unto eternal life. (Here the priest
commemorates the names of the deceased.) Grant them rest,
O God, where the light of Your countenance shines. Again,
we ask You, Lord, remember all Orthodox bishops who
rightly teach the word of Your truth, all presbyters, all
deacons in the service of Christ, and every one in holy
orders. We also offer to You this spiritual worship for the
whole world, for the holy, catholic, and apostolic Church,
and for those living in purity and holiness. And for all those
in public service; permit them, Lord, to serve and govern in
peace that through the faithful conduct of their duties we
may live peaceful and serene lives in all piety and holiness.

Priest:

Above all, remember, Lord, our Archbishop Gerasimos:
Grant that he may serve Your holy churches in peace. Keep
him safe, honorable, and healthy for many years, rightly
teaching the word of Your truth.

Deacon: Remember also, Lord, those whom each of us calls to mind

and all your people.
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People:

And all Your people.

Priest:

Remember, Lord, the city in which we live, every city and
country, and the faithful who dwell in them. Remember,
Lord, the travelers, the sick, the suffering, and the captives,
granting them protection and salvation. Remember, Lord,
those who do charitable work, who serve in Your holy
churches, and who care for the poor. Send Your mercy
upon us all.

Priest:

And grant that with one voice and one heart we may glorify
and praise Your most honored and majestic name, of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and
to the ages of ages.

People:

Amen.

Priest:

The mercy of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ be with
all of you.

People:

And with your spirit.

Deacon: Having remembered all the saints, again and again in peace

let us pray to the Lord.
People:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For these precious Gifts offered and consecrated, let us pray

to the Lord.
People:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: That our loving God who has received these Gifts at His

holy, heavenly, and spiritual altar as an offering of spiritual
fragrance, may in return send upon us divine grace and the
gift of the Holy Spirit, let us pray.
People:

Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: Having prayed for the unity of the faith and for the

communion of the Holy Spirit, let us commit ourselves, and
one another, and our whole life to Christ our God.
People:

To You, O Lord.

Priest:

We entrust to You, loving Master, our whole life and hope,
and we ask, pray, and beg You: make us worthy to partake
of your heavenly and awesome Mysteries from this holy and
spiritual Table with a clear conscience; for the remission of
sins, forgiveness of transgressions, communion of the Holy
Spirit, the inheritance of the kingdom of heaven, confidence
before You, and not in judgment or condemnation.

Priest:

And make us worthy, Master, with confidence and without
fear of condemnation, to dare call You, the heavenly God,
FATHER, and to say:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

People:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Priest:

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and
to the ages of ages.

People:

Amen.

Priest:

Peace be with all.

People:

And with your spirit.

Deacon: Let us bow our heads to the Lord.
People:

To You, O Lord.
26

Priest:

We give thanks to You, invisible King. By Your infinite
power You created all things and by Your great mercy You
brought everything from nothing into being. Master, look
down from heaven upon those who have bowed their heads
before You, for they have bowed not before flesh and blood
but before You, the awesome God. Therefore, Master,
guide the course of our life for our benefit according to the
need of each of us. Sail with those who sail, travel with
those who travel; heal the sick, O Physician of our souls
and bodies.

Priest:

By the grace, mercy, and love for us of Your only begotten
Son, with whom You are blessed, together with Your all
holy, good, and life giving Spirit, now and forever and to
the ages of ages.

People:

Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION

Priest:

Lord Jesus Christ, our God, hear us from Your holy
dwelling place and from the glorious throne of Your
kingdom. You are enthroned on high with the Father and
are also invisibly present among us. Come and make us
holy, and let Your pure Body and precious Blood be given
to us by Your mighty hand and through us to all Your
people.

Deacon: Let us be attentive.
Priest:

The holy Gifts for the holy people of God.

People:

One is holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God
the Father. Amen.
THE COMMUNION HYMN
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People:

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the highest.
Alleluia (3).
(After the fraction of the sacred Bread,
the priest says in a low voice)

Priest:

The Lamb of God is broken and distributed; broken but not
divided. He is forever eaten yet is never consumed, but He
makes holy those who partake of Him.
(Then the priest places a portion of the sacred Bread
in the Cup saying:)
The fullness of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
(He then blesses the warm water saying:)
Blessed is the fervor of Your saints, now and forever and to
the ages of ages. Amen.
(Pouring the water into the Cup crosswise, he says:)
The ferver of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
THE PRAYERS BEFORE COMMUNION
(The Communion Prayers are recited by those in the
congregation prepared to receive the holy Mysteries.)
I believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the Christ,
the Son of the living God, who came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am the first. I also believe that this is
truly Your pure Body and that this truly Your precious
Blood. Therefore, I beg You, have mercy upon me, and
forgive my transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in
word and deed, known and unknown. And make me worthy
without condemnation to partake of Your pure Mysteries for
the forgiveness of my sins and for life eternal. Amen.
28

How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into the splendor of
Your saints? If I dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my
clothing will accuse me, since it is not a wedding garment;
and being bound up, I shall be cast out by the angels. In
Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul and save me.
Loving Master, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, do not let these
holy Gifts be to my condemnation because of my
unworthiness, but for the cleansing and sanctification of
both soul and body, the pledge of the future life and Your
kingdom. It is good for me to cling to my God and to place
in Him the hope of my salvation.
Receive me today, O Son of God, as a partaker of Your
mystical Supper. I will not reveal Your mystery to Your
enemies. Nor will I give You a kiss as did Judas. But like
the thief on the cross I confess You: Lord, remember me in
Your kingdom.
(After the preparation of the chalice, the priest takes the holy
chalice, comes to the Royal Doors, raises it and says:)
Priest:

With the fear of God, faith and love, draw near!

(Those prepared come forth with reverence to receive Holy
Communion while the people sing the communion hymn.)
(When adminstering Holy Communion, the priest says:)
The servant of God (Name) receives the Body and Blood of
our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ for forgiveness of
sins and life everlasting.
(When Communion has been given to all,
the priest blesses the people, saying:)
Priest:

O God, save Your people and bless Your inheritance.
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People:

We have seen the true light! We have received the heavenly
Spirit! We have found the true faith, worshiping the
undivided Trinity, for the Trinity has saved us.
(The priest lifts the chalice and paten and says:)

Priest:

Blessed is our God. always, now and forever and to the ages
of ages.

People:

Amen.

Choir:

Let our mouths be filled with Your praise, Lord, that we
may sing of Your glory. You have made us worthy to
partake of Your holy mysteries. Keep us in Your holiness,
that all the day long we may meditate upon Your
righteousness. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Deacon:: Let us stand!

Having received the divine, holy, pure,
immortal, heavenly, life giving, and awesome Mysteries of
Christ, let us worthily give thanks to the Lord.

People:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon:: Help us, save us, have mercy upon us, and protect us, O

God, by Your grace.
People:

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon:: Having prayed for a perfect, holy, peaceful, and sinless day,

let us commit ourselves, and one another, and our whole life
to Christ our God.
People:

To You, O Lord.

Priest:

We thank You, loving Master, benefactor of our souls, that
on this day You have made us worthy once again of Your
heavenly and immortal Mysteries. Direct our ways in the
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right path, establish us firmly in Your fear, guard our lives,
and make our endeavors safe, through the prayers and
supplications of the glorious Theotokos and ever virgin
Mary and of all Your saints.
Priest:

For You are our sanctification and to You we give glory, to
the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and
forever and to the ages of ages.

People:

Amen.
THE DISMISSAL

Priest:

Let us depart in peace.

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord.
People:

Lord, have mercy.

Priest:

Lord, bless those who praise You and sanctify those who
trust in You. Save Your people and bless Your inheritance.
Protect the whole body of Your Church. Sanctify those who
love the beauty of Your house. Glorify them in return by
Your divine power, and do not forsake us who hope in You.
Grant peace to Your world, to Your churches, to the clergy,
to those in public service, to the armed forces, and to all
Your people. For every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming from You, the Father of lights. To You we give
glory, thanksgiving, and worship, to the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages

.
People:

Amen.

People:

Blessed is the name of the Lord, both now and to the ages.

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord.
People:

Lord, have mercy
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Priest:

May the blessing of the Lord and His mercy come upon you
through His divine grace and love always, now and forever
and to the ages of ages.

People:

Amen.

Priest:

Glory to You, O God, our hope, glory to you.
May Christ our true God as a good, loving, and merciful
God, have mercy upon us and save us, through the
intercessions of His most pure and holy Mother; the power
of the precious and life-giving Cross; the protection of the
honorable, bodiless powers of heaven, the supplications of
the honorable, glorious prophet and forerunner John the
Baptist; the holy, glorious and praiseworthy apostles; the
holy, glorious and triumphant martyrs; our holy and Godbearing Father John Chrysostom, whose liturgy we have
celebrated, of Saint Paul the Apostle, the holy and righteous
ancestors Joachim and Anna; Saint (of the day) whose
memory we celebrate today, and all the saints.

Priest:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ,
our God, have mercy on us and saves us.

People:

Amen.
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“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
in everything give thanks;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
-(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

Eucharistic Living: A Life of Gratitude
Within the liturgy we come to know God, the world,
and ourselves, because the liturgy communicates the
meaning and purpose of life and helps us to understand
and internalize both the tragedy of the human
condition as well as the limitless expanse and potential
of the new life in Christ offered freely to everyone. It
is only when we recognize the rich network of
connections between the Eucharist and our daily life
that our lives can be truly Eucharistic and lived with a
grateful heart. Living in a Eucharistic way has
everything to do with seeing life as a gift, a gift for
which we are forever grateful. What would it be like to
live every moment of our lives as a gift — even those
moments that are difficult and painful? It is in seeing
our life as a gift — “from the Giver of all good things”
as we say in the Liturgy — that we acknowledge the
Giver of our life, discover the meaning and purpose of
our life and then can live accordingly. There should
never be a time in Liturgy when there is not a
movement of our heart: from a hardened heart to a
grateful heart, from a heart of stone to a heart of flesh,
from a heart often filled with resentment or anger or
self-righteousness to a heart filled with gratitude,
compassion, faith, hope, and love.
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The Lord Jesus gave us the Eucharist to enable us to
choose gratitude as the basic stance of our lives. It is
from this sense of gratitude that all genuine worship of
God and compassion for others flows. Without this
deep sense of gratitude, we remain little people with
little concerns who live little lives full of anger,
bitterness and resentment. This is a choice we
ourselves have to make — on a daily, hour-by-hour
and even moment-by-moment basis. Nobody can make
this decision for us. It is in making this choice for
gratitude that we can let the Lord Jesus and the Holy
Spirit touch every part of our being and transform us
from within. Real change — from the inside out! As
often as we make this choice for Eucharistic living,
everything — even the most trivial things — becomes
different. Our “little” lives are caught up in the
mysterious work of redemption and salvation. Once
that happens, nothing is accidental, trivial or futile
anymore, and life opens its meaning to us from every
side. The Eucharist summarizes the life we are called
to live in the Name of God.

Thanksgiving as an American Holiday
The original thanksgiving celebration was held by the
Pilgrim settlers in Massachusetts during their second
winter in America in December, 1621. The first winter
had killed 44 of the original 102 colonists. At one
point their daily food ration was down to five kernels
of corn apiece. The next summer’s crop brought hope,
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and Governor William Bradford decreed that
December 13, 1621, be set aside as a day of feasting
and prayer to show the gratitude of the colonists that
they were still alive. From that time forward,
Thanksgiving has been celebrated as a day to give
thanks to God for His gracious and sufficient
provision. President Abraham Lincoln officially set
aside the last Thursday of November in 1863, “as a day
of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father.” In
1941, Congress passed into law that after 1941, the
fourth Thursday of November be observed as
Thanksgiving Day and be a legal holiday.
“be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
to God.” - (Philippians 4:6)
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