THE WEDDING AT CANdA
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The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
in the
Orthodox Church
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The Sacrament of Marriage
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In the eyes of the Church, marriage is the sacramental union be-
tween a man and a woman that is used in the Bible as the image
of God’s faithful love for ancient Israel (Isaiah 54; Jeremiah 3;
Ezekiel 16) and Christ’s sacrificial relationship to the Church
(Ephesians 5). When we say that marriage is a sacrament, we use
that word to convey the depths of the covenantal bond the bride
and groom are about to enter into: a sacramentum in the ancient
Roman empire was the oath of loyalty unto death that a Roman
soldier took to the emperor when entering the military. As Chris-
tians, the sacrament of marriage is the oath of loyalty unto death
the bride and groom make to each other and - as a couple - their
oath of loyalty unto death to our Lord Jesus Christ, “the King of
kings and Lord of lords.” Christian marriage is intended to be a
sign of God’s presence and love in this fallen and broken world.

The celebration of the sacrament of marriage is made up of the
Service of Betrothal and the Service of Crowning. The text of these
two services summarizes in words, images and symbols the Ortho-
dox Christian teaching regarding marriage.

The Rings

The rings are an ancient symbol of the couple’s commitment to
one another and their desire to enter into the covenant
relationship of marriage. As the Prayer of Betrothal indicates, in
the Scriptures, rings were given as signs of commitment,
authority and forgiveness. After being blessed by the priest the
rings are exchanged between bride and groom. This exchange
signifies that in married life the weakness of one partner will be
compensated for by the strengths of the other.

The Candles

The bride and groom are given candles to hold during the service.
The candles symbolize Christ, “the light of the world,” and the gift
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost that must burn in the hearts of the




bride and groom to light and guide their path throughout life.

The Joining of Hands

The priest joins the right hands of the bride and groom while say-
ing a prayer asking God to unite them
in oneness of mind and heart. The bride
and groom keep their hands joined
throughout the rest of the service to
symbolize their unity as a couple in
God.

The Crowning

The crowns are symbols of the glory
and honor that God bestows upon His
faithful people. They are attached to
each other by a white ribbon symboliz-
ing the marital unity being entered into
by the bride and groom. They are the
“crowns of righteousness” spoken of by
the apostle Paul in his Second Letter to
Timothy, given on the Day of Judgment
to those who are faithful to Christ. The
bride and groom are crowned as king
and queen of their own household which
they must rule responsibly, with love
and wisdom. The crowns also symbolize
martyrdom and sacrifice. Throughout
marriage, husband and wife must be
willing to sacrifice themselves for one
another in imitation of Christ sacrificing
Himself for us.

‘Marriase -

The Scripture Readings

As part of the wedding service, there
are two specific readings from the New Testament. The first is
from the apostle Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 5:20-33, which
describes the
relationship between the bride and groom as an image of the rela-
tionship of sacrificial love that Christ has for the Church. The sec-
ond reading is taken from the Gospel of John 2:1-11, which de-
scribes the first miracle of the Lord Jesus as taking place at a wed-
ding in Cana of Galilee to which He, His mother Mary and His disci-
ples had been invited. It is here, at the urging of His mother, the
Theotokos, that He changes water into wine so that the celebration
of the marriage feast may continue, thus beginning His ministry
and the revelation of His glory.

The Common Cup
The bride and groom drink from a cup of wine given to them by




the priest in remembrance of Christ’'s miracle of changing water
into wine at the wedding in Cana of Galilee and symbolizing their
sharing in the cup of life together with all its joys and sorrows.

The Dance of Isaiah

The priest leads the bride and groom around the wedding table as
an expression of joy and celebration. The hymns during this pro-
cession specifically refer to the prophet Isaiah prophesying the
birth of Christ, as well as the apostles and early Christian martyrs
bearing witness to Christ and His Gospel by their preaching and
teaching, even at the sacrifice of their own lives. Husband and
wife take their first steps as a married couple in the Church, fol-
lowing a path marked by the good news of the Gospel.

The Removal of the Crowns

Near the very end of the service, the crowns adorning the couple
are removed by the priest, as he remembers in prayer Abraham and
Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca and Jacob and Rachel, charging the bride
and groom to “go in peace, doing the commandments of God.”

From the beginning, God in His providence planned
the union of man and woman.
There is no relationship between human beings
as close as that of husband and wife
if they are united as they ought to be.

- St. John Chrysostom (349-407 AD)




THE SERVICE OF BETROTHAL

The priest stands in the Royal Doors of the sanctuary, looking to-
wards the couple who are to be betrothed as they stand outside the
Royal Doors, the man on the right, and the woman on the left. The
couple stands before a specially prepared table upon which are
placed candles, the Gospel book, the crowns and the rings. Turn-
ing towards the altar and facing east, the priest begins the service
by singing,

Priest:  Blessed is our God always, now and forever, and to the
ages of ages.

Chanter: Amen.

The Petitions
Priest:  In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Chanter: Lord, have mercy.

Priest.  For the peace of God and for the salvation of our souls,
let us pray to the Lord.

Chanter: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  For peace in the whole world, for the stability of the ho-
ly Churches of God and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord.

Chanter: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  For this holy house and for those who enter it with faith,
reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord.

Chanter: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  For our Archbishop (Name), the honorable
presbyters, the deacons in the service of Christ; for all
the clergy and the laity, let us pray to the Lord.

Chanter: Lord, have mercy.




Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

For the servant of God (Name) and the servant of God
(Name) who now pledge themselves to one another and
for their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That there may be promised unto them children for the
continuation of the human race, granting unto them all of
their prayers that are for salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the servant of God (Name) and the servant of God
(Name), that the Lord our God will send down upon them
a perfect and peaceful love and grant them His protection,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord our God may keep them in oneness of mind
and heart, and in steadfast faith; let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord our God will bless them, granting them har-
mony and perfect trust for one another, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That they may keep the course and manner of their life
together blameless and unashamed, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord our God may grant unto them an
honorable marriage and a bed undefiled, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That both they and we may be delivered from all
affliction, wrath, danger and distress, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.




Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Choir:
Priest:
Choir:

Priest:

Chanter:
Priest:
Choir:

Help us; save us; have mercy on us and protect us, O
God, by Your grace.

Lord, have mercy.

Remembering our most-holy, pure, blessed and
glorious Lady, the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary,
with all the saints, let us commit ourselves and one an-
other and our whole life to Christ our God.

To You, O Lord.

For to You are due all glory, honor, and worship, to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and
forever, and to the ages of ages.

Amen.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

The First Prayer of Blessing

O God eternal, You have brought into unity those who
before had been separate, and in so doing have or-
dained for them an indissoluble bond of love. You
blessed Isaac and Rebecca and have declared them to
be the heirs of Your promise. Bless also these Your
servants (Name) and (Name), and guide them into eve-
ry good work that is pleasing in Your sight.

For You are a merciful and loving God, and to You do we
offer glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.

Amen.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.




Priest:

The Second Prayer of Blessing

O Lord our God, Who first betrothed the Church as a pure
bride called forth from among the nations, bless this be-
trothal and unite these Your servants, (Name) and (Name),
keeping them in peace and oneness of mind and heart.

For to You are due all glory, honor, and worship: to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and
forever, and to the ages of ages.

Chanter: Amen.

Then the priest takes the rings, blesses them, making with them the
sign of the Cross over the groom's head, and says three times:

The servant of God (Name) is betrothed to the servant of
God (Name), in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Chanter: Amen.

The priest then approaches the bride, making the sign of the Cross
over her head with the rings and says three times:

The servant of God (Name) is betrothed to the servant of
God (Name), in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Chanter: Amen.

The priest places the rings on their right hands and the sponsor
steps forward and exchanges the rings three times, in the Name of

Priest:

Choir:

the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.




The Prayer of Betrothal

Priest: O Lord our God, You accompanied the servant of the
patriarch Abraham to Mesopotamia, when he was sent to
seek a wife for his lord Isaac, and You revealed to him that
Isaac should betroth Rebecca by the sign of her drawing
water from a well: bless the betrothal of these Your serv-
ants (Name) and (Name) and strengthen the word that has
been spoken by them. Establish them in that sacred union
that comes from You. Lord, in the beginning You created
male and female, and it is by Your will that a woman is
joined to a man for mutual support and for the perpetuation
of the human race. O Lord our God, from generation to
generation, You have sent forth Your truth to Your heirs
and Your promise to Your servants, our fathers, Your cho-
sen people: look upon this Your servant (Name) and this
Your servant (Name), and seal their betrothal in faith, in
harmony, in truth and in love. For You, O Lord, have de-
clared that a pledge is to be given and held inviolate in all
things: by a ring Joseph was given authority in Egypt; by a
ring Daniel was exalted in Babylon; by a ring the truth of
Thamar was revealed; by a ring our heavenly Father
showed compassion upon His prodigal son, for He said,
"Put a ring upon his right hand, kill the fatted calf, and let
us eat and rejoice." Your own right hand, O Lord, armed
Moses in the Red Sea. By the word of Your truth the heav-
ens were established and the earth was set upon its founda-
tions. May the right hands of Your servants be blessed by
Your mighty word and by Your uplifted arm. Master, bless
this putting on of rings with Your heavenly blessing. May
an angel of the Lord go before them and lead them in Your
way all the days of their life.

For You are He who blesses and sanctifies all things, and to
You do we offer up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.

Chanter: Amen.




Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

A Psalm Praising Marriage
Psalm 127

Blessed are all those who fear the Lord and who walk in
His ways.

Glory to You, our God, glory to You.

You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands.
Glory to You, our God, glory to You.

Blessed are you, and it shall be well with you.
Glory to You, our God, glory to You.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine along the sides of
your house.

Glory to You, our God, glory to You.

Your children shall be like newly planted olive trees
around your table.

Glory to You, our God, glory to You.
Behold! Blessed is the man who fears the Lord.
Glory to You, our God, glory to You.

May the Lord bless you out of Zion; may you see the
good things of Jerusalem all the days of your life.

Glory to You, our God, glory to You.

Yea! May you live to see your children's children, and
peace upon Israel.

Glory to You, our God, glory to You.

During the singing of the above psalm, the priest lights
two candles, symbolic of the light of Christ, and then gives

them to the bride and groom to hold.
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THE SERVICE OF CROWNING

Turning east and facing the altar, the priest raises
the Gospel book and says:

Priest.  Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages
of ages.

Chanter: Amen.

During the Easter season “Christ is Risen!” is sung three times.

The Petitions
Priest:  In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Chanter: Lord, have mercy.

Priest.  For the peace of God and for the salvation of our souls,
let us pray to the Lord.

Chanter: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  For peace in the whole world, for the stability of the
holy Churches of God and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord.

Chanter: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  For this holy house and for those who enter it with
faith, reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the
Lord.

Chanter: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  For our Archbishop (Name), the honorable
presbyters, the deacons in the service of Christ; for all
the clergy and the laity, let us pray to the Lord.

Chanter: Lord, have mercy.
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Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

For the servants of God (Name) and (Name), who are now
being united to one another in the communion of mar-
riage, and for their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the servant of God (Name) and the servant of God
(Name), that their marriage may be blessed as was that of
Cana in Galilee, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That there may be given to them soberness of life and
children as may be best for them, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That they may rejoice in the beholding of their sons and
daughters, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That there may be granted to them the happiness of many
children, and a course of life together blameless and una-
shamed, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That there may be granted to them and to us, all of our
prayers that are for salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That both they and we may be delivered from all
affliction, wrath, danger and distress, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help us; save us; have mercy on us and protect us, O God
by Your grace.

Lord, have mercy.

Remembering our most holy, pure, blessed and

glorious Lady, the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with
all the saints, let us commit ourselves and one another and
our whole life to Christ our God.
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Chanter: To You, O Lord.

Priest:  For to You belongs all glory, honor, and worship: to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and
forever and to the ages of ages.

Chanter: Amen.
Priest.  Let us pray to the Lord.
Chanter: Lord, have mercy.
The First Prayer to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Priest. O God most pure, the Author of all creation, in Your
loving kindness You transformed a rib of Adam the
forefather into a woman and blessed them and said,
"Increase and multiply, and have dominion over the
earth." By joining them together, You declared them
both to be one. “For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and shall cleave unto his wife, and the
two shall be one flesh - and those whom God has joined
together let no man put asunder.” You also blessed Your
servant Abraham, and opened the womb of Sara, and
made him the father of many nations; You gave Rebec-
ca to Issac, and blessed her offspring; You joined Jacob
and Rachel, and from them brought forth the twelve pa-
triarchs of ancient Israel; You joined Joseph and
Asenath, and as the fruit of their childbearing, You be-
stowed upon them Ephraim and Manasseh; You blessed
Zachariah and Elizabeth, and declared their son, John
the Baptist, to be the Forerunner of the Messiah: out of
the root of Jesse, according to the flesh, You produced
the ever-virgin Mary, and from her You were born, be-
coming incarnate for the salvation of the human race. In
Your infinite grace and amazing goodness You were
present in Cana of Galilee and blessed the marriage that
took place there, that You might show that a lawful un-
ion, and children from it, is in accordance with Your
will. Most-holy Master, accept the prayer of Your serv-
ants and as You were present at the wedding in Cana of
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Chanter:
Priest:

Chanter:

Galilee, be present among us now, granting all of us Your
unseen protection. Bless this marriage and grant unto these
Your servants (Name) and (Name) a peaceful life, length
of days, chastity, love for one another in a bond of peace,
long-lived children, the joy of grateful children, and a
crown of glory that will never fade away. Make them wor-
thy to live to see their children's children. Keep their mar-
riage bond undefiled. Give them of the dew from the heav-
ens above and the richness of the earth. Fill their home
with bountiful food, and with every good thing, that they
may have enough to share with those who are poor and in
need. Grant to all those who are present here this day, all
of their prayers that are for salvation.

For You, O Christ, are a God of mercy, compassion and
love, and to You do we offer up glory: together with Your
eternal Father and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving
Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.

Amen.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.
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The Second Prayer to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Priest:

Blessed are You, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, for You
are the holy Celebrant of mystical and pure marriage,
the Guardian of incorruption, the Lawgiver of the body
and the kindly Steward of the means of life: Master, in
the beginning You created man and appointed him to be
the king of creation. But then You said, "It is not good
for man to be alone upon the earth; let Us make a
helpmate for him." Taking one of his ribs, You made
woman, whom when Adam saw her, he said, "This is
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh, for she was
taken out of her man. For this reason shall a man
forsake his father and mother, and cleave unto his wife,
and the two shall be one flesh" and "those whom God
has joined together, let no man put asunder." And now,
Lord and Master, our God, send down Your heavenly
grace upon these Your servants, (Name) and (Name),
and grant unto this woman and this man that they live
according to Your will in all things.

Bless them, O Lord our God,
as you blessed Abraham and Sarah.

Bless them, O Lord our God,
as You blessed Isaac and Rebecca.
Bless them, O Lord our God,
as you blessed Jacob and all the Patriarchs.

Bless them, O Lord our God,
as You blessed Joseph and Asenath.

Bless them, O Lord our God,
as You blessed Moses and Zipporah

Bless them, O Lord our God,
as You blessed Joachim and Anna.

Bless them, O Lord our God,
as You blessed Zachariah and Elizabeth.

15




Protect them, O Lord our God,
as You protected Noah in the ark.

Protect them, O Lord our God,
as You protected Jonah in the belly of the whale.

Protect them, O Lord our God,
as You protected the holy three young men from
the fire of Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace, when You
sent down upon them dew from the heavens.

May that joy come upon them
which the blessed Helen had when she found the
precious Cross of Christ in Jerusalem.

Remember them, O Lord our God,
as You remembered Enoch, Shem, and Elijah.

Remember them, O Lord our God,
as You remembered Your holy forty martyrs of
Sevastea, sending down upon them crowns of
victory from Heaven.

Remember them, O Lord our God,
and the parents who raised them, for it is the
prayers of their parents that will strengthen the
foundation of their home.

Remember, O Lord our God,
the wedding company that has here come together to
be present at this joyous celebration.

Remember, O Lord our God, Your servant (Name) and
Your servant (Name), and bless them.

Grant unto them a fruitful union, fair children,

Concord of soul and body. Exalt them like the cedars
of Lebanon, like a well-cultured and fruitful vine.

Grant them a rich store of sustenance,
so that having all the necessities of life, they may
abound in every charitable work that is good and
pleasing in Your sight.

May they live to see their children’s children as newly
planted olive trees round about their table; and,
being pleasing in Your sight, may they shine like the
stars in the heavens, in You, our Lord, to Whom are
due all glory, honor, and worship together with Your
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Chanter:
Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

eternal Father, and Your all-holy, good, and life-
giving Spirit, now, and forever, and to the ages of
ages.

Amen.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

The Joining of Hands

Holy God, You fashioned man from the dust of the
earth, and from his rib You fashioned woman, and
joined her to him as a helpmate, for it seemed good to
Your Majesty that man should not be alone upon the
earth. Master, stretch forth Your hand from Your holy
dwelling place, and join together this Your servant
(Name) and Your servant (Name), (At this point, the
priest joins together the right hands of the bride and
groom.) for it is by You that a wife is joined to her hus-
band. Unite them in oneness of mind and heart; crown
them with wedlock into one flesh; grant to them a fruitful
union, and the delight of good children.

For Yours is the dominion, Yours is the Kingdom, and

the power, and the glory: of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages
of ages.

Amen.
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The Blessing and Crowning of the Bride and Groom

The priest, taking up the crowns, first crowns the groom,
saying three times:

The servant of God (Name) is crowned to the servant of
God, (Name), in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Chanter: Amen.
And he then crowns the bride, saying three times:

The servant of God (Name) is crowned to the servant of
God (Name), in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Chanter: Amen.

Placing the crowns on the heads of the bride and groom
the priest sings the following verse from the
Book of Psalms three times:

Priest: O Lord, our God, crown them with glory and honor (Psalm
8:6).

The sponsor then exchanges the crowns three times, in the Name of

the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

The Epistle Reading
Priest:  Let us listen attentively.

Reader: You have set crowns of precious stones upon their heads.
They asked life of You and You gave it to them (Psalm
21:3-4).

18




Priest:

Reader:

Priest:

Reader:

Priest:

Reader:

Wisdom!

The Reading is from the Letter of the holy apostle Paul
to the Ephesians (5:20-33).

Let us listen attentively.

Brethren, give thanks to God the Father at all times and
for everything in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be
subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord,
for the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the
head of the Church, the body of which He is the Savior.
Just as the Church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought
to be in everything to their husbands.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
Church and gave Himself up for her, in order to make
her holy with the washing of water by the Word, so as to
present the Church to Himself in splendor, without a
spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind — yes, so that she
may be holy and without blemish. In the same way, hus-
bands should love their wives as they do their own bod-
ies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one
ever hates his own body, but nourishes and tenderly
cares for it, just as Christ does for the Church, because
we are members of His body. “For this reason a man
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his
wife and the two shall become one flesh.”

This is a great mystery and I am applying it to Christ
and the Church. Each of you, however, should love his
wife as himself, and a wife should respect her husband.

Peace be with you, the reader.

And with your spirit.

Chanter: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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O Lord, You shall keep us and You shall preserve us from
this generation forth and forever (Psalm 12:8).

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord is righteous and loves good deeds: those who do
them will live in His presence (Psalm 11:7).

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Gospel Reading

The congregation stands for the reading of the Gospel.

Priest:

Wisdom! Arise! Let us hear the Holy Gospel. Peace be to
all.

Chanter: And with your spirit.

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

The reading is from the holy Gospel according to St. John
(John 2:1 -11). Let us listen attentively.

Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.

At that time there was a marriage at Cana in Galilee, and
the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and His disciples had
also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out,
the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine."
And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to
you and me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said
to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Now six stone
jars were standing there, for the Jewish rites of purifica-
tion, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to
the servants, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled
them up to the brim. He said to them, "Now draw some
out, and take it to the steward of the feast." So they took it.
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Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

When the steward of the feast tasted the water that had
now become wine, and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the
steward of the feast called the bridegroom and said to
him, "Every man serves the good wine first; and when
men have drunk freely, then the poor wine; but you have
kept the good wine until now." This, the first of his
signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee; He made known His
glory and His disciples believed in Him.

Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.

b

The Petitions for Mercy and Salvation
Let us say with all of our soul and all of our mind,
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

O Lord Almighty, the God of our fathers, we pray to
You, hear us and have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Have mercy on us, O God, in accordance with Your
steadfast love, we beg You, hear us and have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health and
salvation for the servants of God, (Name) and (Name),
and for all the people present here who await the riches
of Your mercy.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For You are a merciful and loving God, and to You do
we offer glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.
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Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Amen.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

A Prayer to our Lord Jesus Christ for Marital Faithfulness

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Lord Jesus Christ our God, in Your plan of salvation, You
declared that marriage is to be honored by Your presence at
the wedding in Cana of Galilee. Preserve in peace and har-
mony these Your servants (Name) and (Name), whom You
are pleased to have united to one another this day. Bring
honor to their marriage. Preserve their marriage bed unde-
filed. Grant that their life together may be without stain or
sin. And account them worthy of living to a ripe old age,
keeping Your commandments in purity of heart.

For You are our God, the God who has mercy and who
saves us, and to You do we give glory, together with Your
eternal Father, and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving
Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.

Amen.

The Litany of Supplication

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God,
by Your grace.

Lord, have mercy.

For this whole day, that it may be perfect, holy,
peaceful, and sinless; let us ask of the Lord.

Grant this, O Lord.

For an angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our
souls and bodies; let us ask of the Lord.

Grant this, O Lord.

For the forgiveness and remission of our sins and
transgressions; let us ask of the Lord.

Grant this, O Lord.
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Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

For all that is good and profitable for our souls, and for
peace in the world; let us ask of the Lord.

Grant this, O Lord.

That we may complete the remaining time of our life in
peace and repentance; let us ask of the Lord.

Grant this, O Lord.

For a Christian end to our life, painless, without shame
and peaceful; and for a good defense before the dread
judgment seat of Christ; let us ask of the Lord.

Grant this, O Lord.

Having asked for the unity of the faith and
communion in the Holy Spirit, let us commit ourselves
and one another and our whole life to Christ our God.

To You, O Lord.

And make us worthy, O Master, with boldness and with-
out fear of condemnation, to dare call upon You, the
Heavenly God, as our Father, and to say:

The Lord’s Prayer

The entire congregation prays the Lord’s Prayer together.

Our Father, Who art in Heaven,

Hallowed be Thy Name;

Thy Kingdom come;

Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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Priest:

People:
Priest:
Chanter:
Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

For Yours is the Kingdom and the power and the glo-
ry, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spir-
it, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.

Amen.

Peace be with you all.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

The Blessing of the Common Cup

O God, by Your power You created the universe and
established the world, adorning everything created by
You with beauty. Lord, bless also this common cup
given to Your servants (Name) and (Name) who have
been united by You in the communion of marriage.

For blessed is Your holy Name and glorified is Your
Kingdom; of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages of ages.

Amen.

Then the Priest gives both the bride and groom wine to drink
from the common cup, in remembrance of the miracle of the
Lord Jesus in Cana of Galilee, while the following verse from

Chanter:

the Book of Psalms is chanted:

I shall drink from the cup of salvation and call upon
the Name of the Lord (Psalm 116:13).
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The priest takes the joined hands of the bride and groom, while
the sponsor holds the ribbon of the crowns behind them, and
they all circle the table three times while the chanter sings.

The Dance of Isaiah — Three Hymns of Joyful Christian Witness

O Isaiah, dance with joy, for the Virgin has conceived
and has borne her Son, Emmanuel; He is both God
and man and He is called the Dawn from on high. By
magnifying Him, we hail the Virgin as blessed.

O holy martyrs who have fought the good fight and
won your eternal crowns: entreat the Lord to have
mercy on our souls.

Glory to You, O Christ our God: the pride of the
apostles and the joy of the martyrs; who proclaimed
to all the consubstantial Trinity.

The Removal of the Crowns
Then the Priest removes the crowns, and first says to the groom:

Be exalted, O bridegroom, like Abraham; be blessed
like Isaac; and be fruitful like Jacob. Go your way in
peace, doing the commandments of God in
righteousness.
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The priest then removes the crown of the bride and says to her:

Priest:
Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

Priest:

Chanter:

And you, O bride, be exalted like Sarah; rejoice as did Re-
becca; and be fruitful like Rachel, delighting in your hus-
band, keeping the paths of the Law, for this is what is
pleasing to God.

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, You were present in Cana of
Galilee and blessed the marriage there. Bless these Your
servants, (Name) and (Name) who, by Your Providence,
are united in the communion of marriage. Bless their com-
ings and their goings. Fill their life with everything good.
(Here the priest takes the crowns from the heads of the
bride and groom and places them on the table.) Accept
their crowns in Your Kingdom unsoiled and undefiled; and
preserve them without offense to the ages of ages.

Amen.

The Final Blessing
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

May the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; the all-holy,
one in essence and life-creating Trinity; one God and one
Kingdom; may He bless you, grant you long life, well-
favored children, progress in life and in faith; may He fill
you with all the good things of the earth, and count you
worthy of the promised blessings of His Kingdom, through
the intercessions of the holy Theotokos, and of all the
saints.

Amen.
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Priest:

Priest:

Priest:

The Dismissal

Glory to You, O Christ our God and our hope, glory to
You.

May Christ our true God, Who by His presence in Cana
of Galilee proclaimed that marriage is to be honored,
through the intercessions of His most-pure and holy
Mother, the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary; by the
prayers of the holy, glorious, and all-praiseworthy
Apostles, especially St. Paul the Apostle; the prayers of
the holy, God-crowned Equals-to-the-Apostles Constan-
tine and Helen, of the holy and great martyr Procopios,
and of all the saints, have mercy on us and save us, as
our good, loving and merciful Lord.

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus
Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.

Chanter: Amen.

The congregation is seated.
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