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Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil on the Eve of Epiphany

of Your thunder, they shall be afraid. The
mountains rise up, and the plains sink down
to the place You founded for them. You set
a boundary they shall not pass over; neither
shall they return to cover the earth. You are
He who sends springs into the valley; the
waters shall pass between the mountains;
they shall give drink to all the wild animals
of the field; the wild asses shall quench their
thirst; the birds of heaven shall dwell beside
them; they shall sing from the midst of the
rocks. You are He who waters the mountains
from His higher places; the earth shall be
satisfied with the fruit of Your works. You are
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__________
VESPERAL LITURGY OF ST. BASIL
PRIEST

Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever and to the ages of ages.
(Amen.)
READER

He who causes grass to grow for the cattle,
and the green plant for the service of man, to
bring forth bread from the earth; and wine
Come, let us worship and bow down
gladdens the heart of man, to brighten his face
before Christ God our King.
with oil; and bread strengthens man's heart.
The trees of the plain shall be full of fruit,
Come, let us worship and bow down
the cedars of Lebanon, which You planted;
before Him, Christ our King and God.
there the sparrows shall make their nests;
Psalm 103 (104).
the house of the heron takes the lead among
Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my
them. The high mountains are for the deer; the
God, You are magnified exceedingly; You
cliff is a refuge for the rabbits. He made the
clothe Yourself with thanksgiving and
moon for seasons; the sun knows its setting.
majesty, who cover Yourself with light as
You established darkness, and it was night,
with a garment, who stretch out the heavens
wherein all the wild animals of the forest
like a curtain; You are He who covers His
will prowl about; the young lions roar and
upper chambers with water, who makes the
snatch their prey, and seek their food from
clouds His means of approach, who walks
God. The sun arises, and they are gathered
on the wings of the winds, who makes His
together; and they shall be put to bed in their
angels spirits and His ministers a flame of
dens. Man shall go out to his work and to his
fire. He established the earth on its stable
labor until evening. O Lord, Your works shall
foundation; it shall not be moved unto ages of
be magnified greatly; You made all things
ages. The deep like a garment is His covering;
in wisdom; the earth was filled with Your
the waters shall stand upon the mountains;
creation. There is this great and spacious sea:
at Your rebuke they shall flee; at the sound
the creeping things are there without number;
Come, let us worship and bow down
before God our King.
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For the peace from above and for the
salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.

the living things are there, both small and
great; there the ships pass through; there is
this dragon You formed to play therein. All
things wait upon You, that You may give
them food in due season. When You give
it to them, they shall gather it; when You
open Your hand, all things shall be filled with
Your goodness. But when You turn Your face
away, they shall be troubled; when You take
away their breath, they shall die and return
again to their dust. You shall send forth Your
Spirit, and they shall be created, and You shall
renew the face of the earth. Let the glory of the
Lord be forever; the Lord shall be glad in His

(Lord, have mercy.)
For the peace of the whole world, for the
stability of the holy churches of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)
For this holy house and for those who
enter it with faith, reverence, and the fear of
God, let us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)
For pious and Orthodox Christians, let us
pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)

works; He looks upon the earth and makes
it tremble; He touches the mountains, and
they smoke. I will sing to the Lord all my life; I
will sing to my God as long as I exist; may my
words be pleasing to Him, and I shall be glad
in the Lord. May sinners cease from the earth,
and the lawless, so as to be no more. Bless the
Lord, O my soul.

For (episcopal rank) (name), for the
honorable presbyterate, for the diaconate in
Christ, and for all the clergy and the people,
let us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)
For our country, for the president, and for
all in public service, let us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)

The sun knows its setting. You established
darkness, and it was night.

For this city, and for every city and land,
and for the faithful who live in them, let us
pray to the Lord.

O Lord, Your works shall be magnified
greatly; You made all things in wisdom. [SAAS]

(Lord, have mercy.)

Glory to the Father and the Son and the
For favorable weather, for an abundance
Holy Spirit. Both now and ever and to the ages of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord.
of ages. Amen.
(Lord, have mercy.)

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory to You,
O God. (3)

For those who travel by land, sea, and air,
for the sick, the suffering, the captives and for
their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Our hope, O Lord, glory to You.
DEACON

(Lord, have mercy.)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

For our deliverance from all affliction,
wrath, danger and distress, and from the peril

(Lord, have mercy.)
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With men who work lawlessness; and I will not
of the coronavirus against us, let us pray to the
join with their choice ones.
Lord.

(Lord, have mercy.)

The righteous man shall correct me with mercy,
and he shall reprove me; but let not the oil of the sinner
anoint my head.

For our brethren, those who lead the
fight against the coronavirus, the doctors, the
For my prayer shall be intense in the presence of
medical workers and the scientists, let us pray
their pleasures. Their judges are swallowed up by the
to the Lord.
rock.

(Lord, have mercy.)

They shall hear my words, for they are pleasant.
As a clod of ground is dashed to pieces on the earth, so

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and
protect us, O God, by Your grace.

their bones were scattered beside the grave.

(Lord, have mercy.)

For my eyes, O Lord, O Lord, are toward You; in
You I hope; take not my soul away.

Commemorating our most holy, pure,
blessed, and glorious Lady, the Theotokos and
Keep me from the snares they set for me, and from
ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints, let us
the stumbling blocks of those who work lawlessness.
commend ourselves and one another and our
Sinners shall fall into their own net; I am alone,
whole life to Christ our God.
until I escape.
(To You, O Lord.)

I cried to the Lord with my voice, with my voice I
prayed to the Lord.

PRIEST

For to You belong all glory, honor, and
worship, to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the
ages of ages.

I shall pour out my supplication before Him; I
shall declare my affliction in His presence.
When my spirit fainted within me, then You knew
my paths.

(Amen.)

For on the way I was going, they hid a trap for me.

CHOIR

I looked on my right, and saw there was no one
who knew me.

Mode 2.
Lord, I have cried to You; hear me. Hear
me, O Lord. Lord, I have cried to You; hear
me. Give heed to the voice of my supplication
when I cry to You. Hear me, O Lord. [SAAS]

Refuge failed me, and there was no one who cared
for my soul.

Let my prayer be set forth before You
as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice. Hear me, O Lord. [SAAS]

Attend to my supplication, for I was humbled
exceedingly.

I cried to You, O Lord; I said, "You are my hope,
my portion in the land of the living."

Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are
stronger than I.

Stichologia

Show

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, a door of
enclosure about my lips.

Bring my soul out of prison to give thanks to Your
name, O Lord.

Incline not my heart to evil words, to make excuses
in sins.

The righteous shall wait for me, until You reward
me.
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voice came from the Father, "He, on whom
the Forerunner lays his hand, is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased." O Christ our
God, glory to You! [SD]

Out of the depths I have cried to You, O Lord; O
Lord, hear my voice.

Stichologia

Hide

Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my
supplication.
From Menaion - - -

Idiomelon. Mode 2.

Idiomelon. Mode 2.

For with the Lord there is mercy, and with
Him is abundant redemption; and He shall redeem
Israel from all his transgressions. [SAAS]

If You, O Lord, should mark transgression, O
Lord, who would stand? For there is forgiveness
with You. [SAAS]

When our Redeemer was baptized by His
servant, and the Holy Spirit was present and
bore witness to Him, the armies of Angels
watched and trembled, and from heaven a
voice came from the Father, "He, on whom
the Forerunner lays his hand, is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased." O Christ our
God, glory to You! [SD]

O Lord, our illumination, who enlightens
everyone, when the Forerunner saw You
coming to be baptized, his soul rejoiced, while
his hand trembled. He pointed at You and
said to the people, "Behold, the One who
delivers Israel, the One who frees us from
corruption." O sinless One, O Christ our God,
glory to You! [SD]

Idiomelon. Mode 2.

Idiomelon. Mode 2.

Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; praise Him,
Because of Your law, O Lord, I waited for You;
all you peoples. [SAAS]
my soul waited for Your word. My soul hopes in
The waters of the Jordan received You,
the Lord. [SAAS]
who are the source; and the Holy Spirit came
O Lord, our illumination, who enlightens
down in the form of a dove. You who bowed
everyone, when the Forerunner saw You
the heavens now bow Your head. The clay
coming to be baptized, his soul rejoiced, while
cries out to You, the Fashioner, and says,
his hand trembled. He pointed at You and
"Why do You command me to do what is
said to the people, "Behold, the One who
beyond me? I need for You to baptize me." O
delivers Israel, the One who frees us from
sinless One, O Christ our God, glory to You!
corruption." O sinless One, O Christ our God,
[SD]
glory to You! [SD]
Idiomelon. Mode 2.
Idiomelon. Mode 2.
For His mercy rules over us; and the truth of
From the morning watch until night; from the
the Lord endures forever. [SAAS]
morning watch until night, let Israel hope in the
Wishing to save mankind which had gone
Lord. [SAAS]
astray, You did not deem it unworthy to put
When our Redeemer was baptized by His
on the form of a servant; it was fitting for You,
servant, and the Holy Spirit was present and
the Master, to assume what is ours for our
bore witness to Him, the armies of Angels
sake. When You were baptized in the flesh,
watched and trembled, and from heaven a
4
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O Redeemer, You granted us forgiveness.
Therefore we shout to You, "O Benefactor,
Christ our God, glory to You!" [SD]
From Menaion - - -

DEACON

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
READER

Glory. Both now.

Gn 1:1-13

In the beginning God made heaven and
earth. The earth was invisible and unfinished;
and darkness was over the deep. The Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of the water.
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there
was light. God saw the light; it was good;
and God divided the light from the darkness.
God called the light Day; the darkness He
called Night; and there was evening and
morning, one day. Then God said, “Let there
be a firmament in the midst of the water, and
let it divide the water from the water”; and it
was so. Thus God made the firmament, and
God divided the water under the firmament

Mode 2.

You bowed Your head before the
Forerunner; You crushed the heads of the
dragons; You came to the river; and you
enlightened the universe, to glorify You, O
Savior, the illumination of our souls. [SD]
DEACON (in a low voice)

Let us pray to the Lord.
PRIEST (in a low voice)

Prayer of the Entrance
At evening, at morning and at midday we praise,
bless and give thanks, and we pray to you, Master of
all things, Lord who love mankind: Direct our prayer
before you like incense, and do not incline our hearts to

from the water above the firmament. So God
called the firmament Heaven, and God saw
that it was good ; and there was evening and
morning, the second day. Then God said, “Let
DEACON
the water under heaven be gathered together
Wisdom. Arise.
into one place, and let the dry land appear”;
CLERGY AND PEOPLE
and it was so. The water under heaven was
Mode 2.
gathered into its places, and the dry land
Gladsome light of holy glory of the holy,
appeared. So God called the dry land Earth,
blessed, heavenly, immortal Father, O Jesus
and the gathering together of the waters He
Christ: arriving at the hour of sunset and
called Seas; and God saw that it was good.
having seen the evening light, we praise the
Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God. It is worthy
herb of grass, bearing seed according to its
for You to be praised at all times with happy
kind and likeness. Let the fruit tree bear fruit,
voices, O Son of God and Giver of life; * and
whose seed is in itself according to its kind on
therefore the world glorifies You. [SD]
earth.” It was so. Thus the earth brought forth
The Readings
the herb of grass, bearing seed according to
1.
its kind and likeness. The fruit tree bore fruit,
READER
whose seed is in itself according to its kind on
The reading is from the book of Genesis.
words or thoughts of evil, but deliver us from all that
hunt down our souls. For our eyes look to you, O Lord,
our Lord, and we have hoped in you.
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earth. God saw that it was good. So evening
and morning were the third day. [SAAS]

chariots, the horsemen, and all of Pharaoh’s
army that came into the sea after them. Not
so much as one of them remained. But the
children of Israel walked on dry ground in the
midst of the sea. [SAAS]

2.
READER

The reading is from the book of Exodus.

3.

DEACON

READER

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.

The reading is from the book of Exodus.

READER

DEACON

Ex 14:15-18, 21-23, 27-29a

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do
you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to
go forward. Now lift up your rod, and stretch
out your hand over the sea and divide it; and
let the children of Israel go on dry ground
through the midst of the sea. I indeed will
harden Pharaoh’s heart and all the Egyptians,
and they will go in after them. So I will be
glorified in Pharaoh and over all his army, his
chariots, and his horses. Then the Egyptians
will know I am the Lord, when I am glorified
upon Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horses.”
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea; and the Lord carried back the sea by a

READER
Ex Ex. 15:22-27,16:1

Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea;
then they went out into the Wilderness of
Shur. They went three days in the desert
and found no water to drink. Now when
they came to Marah, they could not drink
the waters of Marah, for they were bitter.
Therefore he named that place Bitterness.
Then the people complained against Moses,
saying, "What shall we drink?" So he cried to
the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree.
When he cast it into the waters, the waters
were made sweet. There He made a statute
and an ordinance for them. There He proved
him and said, "If you diligently heed the voice

strong south wind all that night and made
the sea dry ground. Thus the waters were
divided. So the children of Israel went into
the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and
the waters were a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left. Then the Egyptians
pursued and went after them into the midst
of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and
horsemen. So Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea; and when the morning appeared,
the sea returned to its full depth, while the
Egyptians were trying to flee. But the Lord
shook off the Egyptians in the midst of the
sea. Then the waters returned and covered the

of the Lord your God and do what is pleasing
in His sight, give ear to His commandments
and keep all His ordinances, I will put none
of the diseases on you that I brought on the
Egyptians; for I am the Lord your God who
heals you." Then they came to Elim, where
there were twelve fountains of water and
seven palm trees; so they camped there by
the waters. Now they journeyed from Elim,
and all the congregation of the children of
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4.

Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is
between Elim and Sinai. [SAAS]

READER

The reading is from the book of Joshua.

CHOIR

Mode pl. 1.

DEACON

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.

You appeared in the world, even as the
world's Creator, to illumine those who sit in
darkness. Lord who loves humanity, glory to
You! [SD]

READER
Jos 3:7-8, 15-17

Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today
I shall begin to exalt you in the sight of all
the children of Israel, so they will know that
I shall be with you as I was with Moses.
Therefore now, command the priests who
carry the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘As soon
as you enter a part of the water of the Jordan,
then you shall stand in the Jordan.’ ” Now
when the priests who carried the ark of the
covenant came to the Jordan, and the feet of
the priests who carried the ark of the covenant
of the Lord dipped in part of the water of
the Jordan (now the Jordan overflowed all
its banks about the time of wheat harvest),

Verse: May God be gracious to us, and bless
us; may He cause His face to shine upon us, and
have mercy on us. [SAAS]
To illumine those who sit in darkness.
Lord who loves humanity, glory to You! [SD]
Verse: That we may know His way on the
earth, Your salvation among all the Gentiles. [SAAS]
To illumine those who sit in darkness.
Lord who loves humanity, glory to You! [SD]
Verse: Let the peoples give thanks to You,
O God; let all the peoples praise You. The earth
yielded her fruit. [SAAS]

then the upstream waters stopped flowing
downstream, and a solid wall of water formed
over a very great distance, as far as the region
Verse: May God, our God, bless us. May God of Adam. The lower part came down to the
bless us, and let all the ends of the earth be in fear Sea of Araba, the Salt Sea, until it came to a
of Him. [SAAS]
complete stop; and the people stood opposite
Jericho. So the priests who bore the ark of the
To illumine those who sit in darkness.
covenant of the Lord stood on dry ground in
Lord who loves humanity, glory to You! [SD]
the midst of the Jordan; and all the children
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy
of Israel crossed on dry ground, until all the
Spirit. Both now and ever and to the ages of ages.
people crossed the Jordan. [SAAS]
Amen.
5.
You appeared in the world, even as the
READER
world's Creator, to illumine those who sit in
The reading is from the Fourth Book of
darkness. Lord who loves humanity, glory to
Kingdoms (2 Kings).
You! [SD]
To illumine those who sit in darkness.
Lord who loves humanity, glory to You! [SD]
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again, and it divided this way and that. So
Elisha crossed over. [SAAS]

DEACON

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.

6.

READER
4Kg 2:6-14

READER

Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here,
please, for the Lord sent me on to the Jordan.”
But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as
your soul lives, I will not leave you!” So both
of them went on. Fifty men of the sons of the
prophets went and stood facing them at a
distance, while the two of them stood by the
Jordan. Now Elijah took his mantle, rolled it
up, and struck the water. The water divided
this way and that, and the two of them crossed
on dry ground. So it was that during the time
they crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask
what I may do for you, before I am taken
away from you.” Elisha said, “Please let a

The reading is from the Fourth Book of
Kingdoms (2 Kings).
DEACON

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
READER
4Kg 5:9-14

Then Naaman, commander of the army
of Syria, went with his horses and chariot
and stood at the door of Elisha’s house. And
Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go
and bathe in the Jordan seven times, and your
flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall
be clean.” But Naaman became furious and
went away, saying, “Indeed, I told myself
that Elisha would come out to greet me;
that he would stand and call on the name
of his God; and that he would put his hand
upon the place and heal the leprosy. Are not
the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?

double portion of your spirit be upon me.”
So Elijah said, “You have asked a hard thing.
If you see me when I am taken up from you,
it shall be so for you; and if not, it shall not
be so.” Thus it came to be, as they walked
and continued to talk, behold a chariot of
fire appeared with horses of fire, and the fire
separated them one from the other; and Elijah
was taken up into heaven by a whirlwind.
Then Elisha saw it and cried aloud, “Father, O
father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!”
He saw Elijah no more, and he took hold of
his own clothes and tore them into two pieces.
Then he raised Elijah’s mantle, which fell from
Elijah and upon Elisha, and Elisha returned
and stood on the bank of the River Jordan.
He took Elijah’s mantle which had fallen
upon him and struck the water, but it did not
divide. Then he said, “Where is the Lord God
of Elijah himself?” And he struck the water

Can I not bathe in them and be clean?” So
he turned and went away in a rage. Then
his servants approached and said to him, “If
the prophet were to tell you to do something
great, would you not complete it? But here the
prophet said to you, ‘Bathe and be clean.’ ” So
Naaman went down and dipped seven times
in the Jordan, according to Elisha’s instruction,
and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a
little child, and he was cleansed. [SAAS]
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if not among those who sit in darkness. Glory
to You. [SD]

CHOIR

Mode pl. 2.

By the greatness of Your mercy, You,
7.
O Savior, showed yourself to sinners and
READER
publicans. Where else was Your light to shine,
The reading is from the Prophecy of
if not among those who sit in darkness. Glory Isaiah.
to You. [SD]
DEACON

Verse: The Lord reigns; He clothed Himself

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.

with majesty; the Lord clothed and girded Himself
with power. [SAAS]

READER
Is 1:16-20

Thus says the Lord: Wash yourselves,
make yourselves clean. Put away the evils
from your souls before My eyes. Cease from
your evils. Learn to do good. Seek judgment
and redeem the wronged. Defend the orphan
and justify the widow. Come now, and let us
reason together,” says the Lord, “although
your sins are like crimson, I shall make them
white like snow, and although they are as
scarlet, I shall make them white like wool.
If you are willing and obedient, you shall
eat the good things of the land. But if you
are unwilling and disobedient, you shall be
devoured by the sword,” for the mouth of the

Where else was Your light to shine, if not
among those who sit in darkness. Glory to
You. [SD]
Verse: The rivers, O Lord, lift up; the rivers
lift up their voices. [SAAS]
Where else was Your light to shine, if not
among those who sit in darkness. Glory to
You. [SD]
Verse: Because of the voices of their many
waters, marvelous are the billows of the sea;
wondrous is the Lord on high. [SAAS]
Where else was Your light to shine, if not
among those who sit in darkness. Glory to
You. [SD]

Lord has spoken. [SAAS]
8.

Verse: Holiness is proper to Your house, O
Lord, unto length of days. [SAAS]

READER

Where else was Your light to shine, if not
among those who sit in darkness. Glory to
You. [SD]

DEACON

The reading is from the book of Genesis.
Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
READER

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit. Both now and ever and to the ages of ages.
Amen.

Gn 32:2-10b

So Jacob went on his way, and saw the
hosts of God encamped. When Jacob saw
By the greatness of Your mercy, You,
them, he said, “This is God’s encampment”;
O Savior, showed yourself to sinners and
and he called the name of that place
publicans. Where else was Your light to shine,
Encampments. Then Jacob sent messengers
9
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before him to Esau his brother in the land
of Seir, the country of Edom. And he
commanded them, saying, “Speak thus to
my lord Esau, ‘Thus your servant Jacob says,
“I sojourned with Laban and stayed there
until now. I have oxen, donkeys, sheep, and
male and female servants; and I have sent
to tell my lord, that I may find grace in your
sight.” ’ ” Then the messengers returned to
Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau,
and he also is coming to meet you, and four
hundred men with him.” So Jacob was greatly
afraid and distressed; and he divided the
people with him and the oxen and sheep into

on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’
children.” Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s
daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you
from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse
the child for you?” So Pharaoh’s daughter said
to her, “Go.” Then the maiden went and called
the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter then
said to her, “Take this child and nurse him
for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman
took the child and nursed him. Now when the
boy was grown, she brought him to Pharaoh’s
daughter, and he became her son; and she
called his name Moses, saying, “Because I
drew him out of the water.” [SAAS]

two companies. Thus Jacob said, “If Esau
comes to the one company and destroys it,
then the other company will escape.” Again
Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and
God of my father Isaac, the Lord who said to
me, ‘Return to the land of your nativity, and
I will deal well with you,’ let me be satisfied
with all the righteousness and all the truth
You have shown Your servant; for I crossed
over this Jordan with my staff.” [SAAS]

10.
READER

The reading is from the book of Judges.
DEACON

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
READER
Jdg 6:36-40

So Gideon said to God, “If You save Israel
by my hand as You said, then look, I shall
put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If
9.
there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry
READER
on all the ground, then I shall know that You
The reading is from the book of Exodus.
will save Israel by my hand, as You said.”
And it was so. And he rose early the next
DEACON
morning and wrung the fleece and from the
Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
fleece dropped enough dew to fill a pan full
READER
of water. Then Gideon said to God, “Indeed, I
Ex 2:5-10
Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down pray, do not let Your anger be aroused at me,
to bathe at the river, and her maidens walked and I will speak but once; I will yet make one
along the riverside; and seeing the ark among more trial with the fleece. This time, let it be
dry on the fleece, but let there be dew all over
the reeds, she sent a maid to get it. So when
she opened the ark, she saw the child crying,
the ground.” And that night God made it so;
and the daughter of Pharaoh had compassion
10
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on the fleece it was completely dry, but there
was dew all over the ground. [SAAS]
11.
READER

The reading is from the Third Book of the
Kingdoms (1 Kings).
DEACON

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
READER
3Kg 18:30-39

Then Elijah said to the people, “Come
near me.” So all the people came near to him.
Elijah took twelve stones, according to the
number of the tribes of Israel, for the Lord
said, “ Israel shall be your name.” Then he
built an altar with the stones in the name of
the Lord, and he repaired the altar of sacrifice
that was scattered about, and around the altar
he made a furrow holding two measures of
seed. He piled the firewood on the altar he
had made, divided the whole burnt offering,
laid it on the firewood, and laid it in order on
the altar. Then he said, “Bring me four pots of
water, and pour it on the whole burnt offering

are the Lord God, so as turn the heart of this
people back.” Then fire fell from the Lord out
of the heaven and consumed the whole burnt
offering, the firewood, and the water in the
furrow. The fire also licked up the stones and
the soil. So all the people fell on their faces,
and they said, “Truly, the Lord is God; He is
God.” [SAAS]
12.
READER

The reading is from the Fourth Book of
Kingdoms (2 Kings).
DEACON

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
READER
4Kg 2:19-22

Then the men of the city of Jericho said
to Elisha, “Behold, as my lord can see, this
city is a pleasant place to live, but the water is
bad, and the ground is barren.” So Elisha said,
“Bring me a new water pitcher and put salt in
it.” So they brought it to him. Then he went
out to the spring of the waters and cast salt
into it, and said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘I have
healed these waters; from them there shall no
longer be death or barrenness.’ ” So the water
was healed by the word Elisha spoke, and so it
remains today. [SAAS]

and pour it on the unlit firewood.” They did
so. Again Elijah said, “Do it a second time.”
So they did it again. Again he said, “Do it a
third time.” So they did it a third time. And
the water ran all about the altar, and even the
13.
furrow became filled with water. After this,
READER
Elijah cried out to heaven and said, “O Lord
The reading is from the Prophecy of
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, answer
Isaiah.
me , O Lord, answer me this day with fire, and
DEACON
let this people know You are the God of Israel,
Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
and I am Your servant; and for Your sake I
do all these works. Hear me, O Lord, hear
me with fire, and let these people know You
11
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READER
Is 49:8-15

Thus says the Lord: “In an acceptable
time I heard You, and in the day of salvation
I helped You. I give You as a covenant to the
Gentiles, to establish the earth and to inherit
the inheritance of the desert; saying to those
in bonds, ‘Go forth,’ and to those in darkness,
‘Reveal yourselves.’ They shall feed along all
their roads, and their pasture shall be along
all the paths. They shall not hunger, neither
shall they thirst, nor shall the burning heat of
the sun strike them; but He who has mercy
on them will comfort them; and He shall lead
them by the fountains of waters. I will make
every mountain as a road, and every path as
a pasture for them. Behold, these come from
afar, these from the north and these from
the sea, and the others from the land of the
Persians.” Be glad, O heavens, and rejoice
exceedingly, O earth. Let the mountains break
out in gladness, and the hills in righteousness.
For the Lord had mercy on His people, and
comforted the humble of His people. But Zion
said, “The Lord forsook me, and the Lord
forgot me.” “Will a woman forget her child,
so as not to have mercy on the offspring of her
womb? But even if a woman should forget
these things, nevertheless, I shall not forget
you,” says the Lord. [SAAS]
DEACON

Let us pray to the Lord.

every celestial power, You have brought all things
into being out of nothing. You have created man
according to Your image and likeness and adorned him
with all the gifts of Your grace. You give wisdom and
understanding to the one who asks, and You overlook
not the sinner, but have set repentance as the way
of salvation. You have granted us, Your humble and
unworthy servants, to stand even at this hour before
the glory of Your holy Altar of sacrifice and to offer
to You due worship and praise. Master, accept the
Trisagion Hymn also from the lips of us sinners, and
visit us in Your goodness. Forgive all our voluntary
and involuntary transgressions, sanctify our souls and
bodies, and grant that we may worship You in holiness
all the days of our lives, through the intercessions of the
holy Theotokos and of all the saints who have pleased
You throughout the ages.

PRIEST

For You, our God, are holy, and to You
we offer up glory, to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever,
DEACON

And to the ages of ages.
CHOIR

Amen.
THE TRISAGION HYMN
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal,
have mercy on us. (3)

Glory to the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. Both now and ever and to the ages
of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
DEACON

Dynamis.

(Lord, have mercy.)
PRIEST (in a low voice)

DEACON (in a low voice)
Command, Master.

THE PRAYER OF THE TRISAGION HYMN

O Holy God, Who is resting among the holy
ones, praised by the Seraphim with the thrice-holy
voice, glorified by the Cherubim, and worshiped by

[GOA]

PRIEST
Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord.

12
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DEACON
Master, bless the throne on high.

PRIEST
Blessed are You upon the throne of the glory of
Your kingdom, enthroned upon the Cherubim always,
now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.

CHOIR

Dynamis.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal,
have mercy on us. [GOA]
The Readings
The Epistle
DEACON

Let us be attentive.
READER

Prokeimenon. Mode 3. Psalm 26.
The Lord is my light and my savior.
Verse: The Lord is the defender of my life.
[SAAS]

without law toward God but under the law
of Christ—that I might win those outside the
law. To the weak I became weak, that I might
win the weak. I have become all things to all
men, that I might by all means save some. I
do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may
share in its blessings. Do you not know that
in a race all the runners compete, but only
one receives the prize? So run that you may
obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control
in all things. They do it to receive a perishable
wreath, but we an imperishable. Well, I do not
run aimlessly, I do not box as one beating the
air; but I pommel my body and subdue it, lest
after preaching to others I myself should be
disqualified. [RSV]
PRIEST

Peace be with you.
CHOIR

Alleluia. Mode pl. 2. Psalm 44.

DEACON

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Wisdom.
READER

The reading is from Paul's First Letter to
the Corinthians.
DEACON

Let us be attentive.

Verse 1: My heart overflowed with a good
word. [SAAS]
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Verse 2: You are more beautiful than the sons
of men. [SAAS]
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

READER
1 Cor. 9:19-27

Brethren, though I am free from all men,
I have made myself a slave to all, that I might
win the more. To the Jews I became as a Jew,
in order to win Jews; to those under the law
I became as one under the law—though not
being myself under the law—that I might win
those under the law. To those outside the law
I became as one outside the law- not being

PRIEST (in a low voice)
THE PRAYER OF THE HOLY GOSPEL

Shine in our hearts, O Master Who loves mankind,
the pure light of Your divine knowledge, and open
the eyes of our mind that we may comprehend the
proclamations of Your Gospels. Instill in us also
reverence for Your blessed commandments so that,
having trampled down all carnal desires, we may lead
a spiritual life, both thinking and doing all those things
that are pleasing to You. For You, Christ our God, are
13
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rough ways shall be made smooth; and all
flesh shall see the salvation of God." He said
without beginning, and Your all-holy, good, and lifetherefore to the multitudes that came out to be
creating Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.
baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who
Amen.
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
The Gospel
Bear fruits that befit repentance, and do not
For the Feast.
begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham
DEACON
as our father'; for I tell you, God is able from
Wisdom. Arise. Let us hear the Holy
these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
Gospel.
Even now the axe is laid to the root of the
PRIEST
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
Peace be with all.
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
(And with your spirit.)
fire." And the multitudes asked him, "What
then shall we do?" And he answered them,
DEACON
the illumination of our souls and bodies, and to You
we offer up glory, together with Your Father, Who is

"He who has two coats, let him share with him
who has none; and he who has food, let him
do likewise." Tax collectors also came to be
PRIEST
baptized, and said to him, "Teacher, what shall
Let us be attentive.
we do?" And he said to them, "Collect no more
(Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.)
than is appointed you." Soldiers also asked
DEACON
him, "And we, what shall we do?" And he said
3:1-18
to them, "Rob no one by violence or by false
In the fifteenth year of the reign of
accusation, and be content with your wages."
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor
As the people were in expectation, and all
of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee,
men questioned in their hearts concerning
and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region
John, whether perhaps he were the Christ,
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
John answered them all, "I baptize you with
tetrarch of Abilene, in the high-priesthood of
water; but he who is mightier than I is coming,
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came
the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy
to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness;
to untie; he will baptize you with the Holy
and he went into all the region about the
Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance
in his hand, to clear his threshing floor, and
for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in
to gather the wheat into his granary, but the
the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." So,
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
with many other exhortations, he preached
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
good news to the people. [RSV]
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be brought low, and
the crooked shall be made straight, and the
The reading is from the Holy Gospel
according to Luke.
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PRIEST

Peace be with you.
CHOIR

Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.
Continue with the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great.

THE SERMON
(According to ancient tradition, the sermon was
delivered following the readings.)

15
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Litanies

Show

The following litanies are usually omitted.

PRIEST

THE LITANY OF
FERVENT SUPPLICATION

DEACON

Let us all say with all our soul and with all our
mind, let us all say.
(Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord,
have mercy.)

For You are a merciful God Who loves
mankind, and to You we offer up glory, to the
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now
and forever and to the ages of ages.
(Amen.)
THE PRAYERS FOR THE CATECHUMENS
DEACON

Lord almighty, God of our fathers, we pray
You, hear us and have mercy.

Catechumens, pray to the Lord.

Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your
great mercy, we pray You, hear us and have mercy.

Let us, the faithful, pray for the catechumens.

(Lord, have mercy.)
(Lord, have mercy.)

Again we pray for (episcopal rank) (name).

That the Lord will have mercy on them.

Again we pray for our brethren: the priests,
the hieromonks, the hierodeacons, the monastics,
and all our brotherhood in Christ.

(Lord, have mercy.)
That He will teach them the word of truth.

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health,
(Lord, have mercy.)
salvation, protection, forgiveness, and remission of
That He will reveal to them the gospel of
the sins of the servants of God, all pious Orthodox
righteousness.
Christians residing and visiting in this city: the
(Lord, have mercy.)
parishioners, the members of the parish council, the
stewards, and benefactors of this holy church.
That He will unite them to His holy, catholic,
and apostolic Church.
Again we pray for the blessed and evermemorable founders of this holy church, and for
(Lord, have mercy.)
all our fathers and brethren who have fallen asleep
Save them, have mercy on them, help them,
before us, who here have been piously laid to their
and
protect
them, O God, by Your grace.
rest, as well as the Orthodox everywhere.
(Lord, have mercy.)
Again we pray for those who bear fruit and do
good works in this holy and all-venerable church,
Catechumens, bow your heads to the Lord.
for those who labor and those who sing, and for the
(To You, O Lord.)
people here present who await Your great and rich
PRIEST (in a low voice)
mercy.
PRIEST (in a low voice)
THE PRAYER OF FERVENT SUPPLICATION

Lord our God, accept this fervent supplication from
Your servants, and have mercy on us in accordance with the
abundance of Your mercy, and send down Your compassion
upon us and upon all Your people who await Your great and
rich mercy.

THE PRAYER FOR THE CATECHUMENS

Lord, our God, dwelling in heaven and looking
down upon all your works; look upon your servants the
catechumens, who have bowed their necks to you; and grant
them your light yoke. Make them honorable members of
Your holy church, and count them worthy of the washing
of rebirth, the forgiveness of sins and the garment of
incorruption, unto knowledge of you, our true God.
16
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PRIEST

DEACON

So that with us they also may glorify Your
most honorable and majestic name, of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever and to the ages of ages.

Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the
Lord.

(Amen.)

(Lord, have mercy.)
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and
protect us, O God, by Your grace.

DEACON

Wisdom.
Litanies

__________
Hide

Those who are catechumens, depart,
catechumens depart, all those who are
catechumens, depart. Let none of the catechumens
remain.

(Lord, have mercy.)

THE SUPPLICATION OF THE FAITHFUL
DEACON

Again and again, in peace, let us pray to
the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and
protect us, O God, by Your grace.
(Lord, have mercy.)
Wisdom.
PRIEST (in a low voice)
THE FIRST PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

You, Lord, revealed to us this great mystery of
salvation; You made us, Your humble and unworthy
servants, worthy to be ministers of Your holy altar;
enable us for this ministry, by the power of Your Holy
Spirit, so that we may stand uncondemned before of
Your holy glory and offer You a sacrifice of praise;
for it is You who effect all in all. Grant, Lord, that
our sacrifice for our sins and for those committed in
ignorance by the people may be acceptable and wellpleasing before You.

PRIEST

For to You belong all glory, honor, and
worship, to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the
ages of ages.
(Amen.)
17
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PRIEST (in a low voice)
THE SECOND PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

O God, You have visited our lowliness in mercy
and compassion. You have set us, Your lowly, sinful,
and unworthy servants, to serve at Your holy altar
before Your holy glory. Strengthen us for this service
with the power of Your Holy Spirit, and grant speech
to our lips that we may invoke the grace of Your Holy
Spirit upon the gifts that are about to be offered.

PRIEST

That, ever guarded by Your might, we
may ascribe glory to You, to the Father and
to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and
forever and to the ages of ages.
(Amen.)
THE GREAT ENTRANCE
CHOIR

The Cherubic Hymn.

me, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, clothed with
the grace of the priesthood, to stand before Your holy
Table and celebrate the Mystery of Your holy and pure
Body and Your precious Blood. I come before You
with my head bowed, and I implore You: Turn not
Your face away from me, nor reject me from among
Your children, but make me, Your sinful and unworthy
servant, worthy to offer these gifts to You. For You are
the One Who both offers and is offered, the One Who
is received and is distributed, O Christ our God, and
to You we offer up glory, with Your Father, Who is
without beginning, and Your all-holy and good and
life-creating Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of
ages. Amen.

DEACON

May the Lord God remember all of us in
His Kingdom always, now and forever and to
the ages of ages.
CHOIR

Amen.
Let us, who mystically represent the
Who is invisibly escorted by the angelic
Cherubim and who sing the thrice-holy hymn
to the life-creating Trinity, now lay aside every hosts. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. [GOA]
worldly care. So that we may receive the King
THE LITANY OF COMPLETION
[GOA]
of all.
DEACON
Let us complete our prayer to the Lord.

PRIEST (in a low voice)
THE PRAYER OF THE CHERUBIC HYMN

No one bound by carnal desires and pleasures
is worthy to approach, draw near, or minister to
You, the King of Glory. For to serve You is great
and awesome even for the heavenly powers. Yet,
because of Your ineffable and immeasurable love for
mankind, You impassibly and immutably became man.
You, as the Master of all, became our high priest and
delivered unto us the sacred service of this liturgical
sacrifice without the shedding of blood. Indeed, Lord
our God, You alone reign over the celestial and the
terrestrial; borne aloft on the cherubic throne, Lord
of the Seraphim and King of Israel, the only holy and
resting among the holy ones. I now beseech You, Who
alone are good and inclined to hear: Look down upon
me, Your sinful and unprofitable servant, and cleanse
my soul and heart of a wicked conscience; and enable

CHOIR

(Lord, have mercy.)
For the precious Gifts here presented, let
us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)
For this holy house and for those who
enter it with faith, reverence, and the fear of
God, let us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)
For our deliverance from all affliction,
wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray to the
Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)
18
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Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and
protect us, O God, by Your grace.
(Lord, have mercy.)
That the whole day may be perfect, holy,
peaceful, and sinless, let us ask the Lord.
CHOIR

(Grant this, O Lord.)
For an angel of peace, a faithful guide, a
guardian of our souls and bodies, let us ask
the Lord.
(Grant this, O Lord.)
For pardon and remission of our sins and
transgressions, let us ask the Lord.
(Grant this, O Lord.)
For that which is good and beneficial for
our souls, and for peace for the world, let us
ask the Lord.
(Grant this, O Lord.)

and have bestowed upon us the revelation of heavenly
mysteries. You have appointed us to this service by
the power of Your Holy Spirit. Grant, therefore, O
Lord that we may be accepted as servants of Your new
Covenant and ministers of Your holy mysteries. Accept
us as we draw near to Your holy altar, according to the
multitude of Your mercy, that we may be worthy to
offer You this spiritual sacrifice without the shedding
of blood, for our sins and for the transgressions of Your
people. Grant that, having accepted this sacrifice upon
Your holy, heavenly, and spiritual altar as an offering
of spiritual fragrance, You may in return send down
upon us the grace of Your Holy Spirit. Look upon us,
O God, and consider our worship; and accept it as
You accepted the gifts of Abel, the sacrifices of Noah,
the burnt offerings of Abraham, the priestly offices of
Moses and Aaron, and the peace offerings of Samuel.
As You accepted this true worship from Your holy
apostles, accept also in Your goodness, O Lord, these
gifts from the hands of us sinners, that being deemed
worthy to serve at Your holy altar without blame, we
may obtain the reward of the faithful stewards on the
fearful day of Your just judgment.

That we may complete the remaining time
PRIEST
of our life in peace and repentance, let us ask
Through the mercies of Your only
the Lord.
begotten Son, with Whom You are blessed,
(Grant this, O Lord.)
together with Your all-holy, good, and lifecreating Spirit, now and forever and to the
And let us ask for a Christian end to our
ages of ages.
life, peaceful, without shame and suffering,
and for a good defense before the awesome
CHOIR
judgment seat of Christ.
Amen.
(Grant this, O Lord.)
PRIEST

Commemorating our most holy, pure,
Peace be with all.
blessed, and glorious Lady, the Theotokos and
CHOIR
ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints, let us
And with your spirit.
commend ourselves and one another and our
whole life to Christ our God.
(To You, O Lord.)
PRIEST (in a low voice)

DEACON

Let us love one another, that with oneness
of mind we may confess:

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Lord, our God, You created us and brought us
into this life. You have shown us the way to salvation
19
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CHOIR

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: Trinity, one
in essence and undivided. [GOA]
Or, for concelebrations:
I will love You, O Lord, my strength. The
Lord is my foundation, my refuge, my deliverer.
[SAAS]

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
age to come. Amen. [GOA]
THE HOLY ANAPHORA
DEACON

Let us stand aright! Let us stand in awe!
Let us be attentive, that we may present the
Holy Offering in peace.

DEACON

CHOIR

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father; And He will come again with glory
to judge the living and dead. His kingdom
shall have no end. And in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the Creator of life, Who proceeds from
the Father, Who together with the Father and
the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who
spoke through the prophets. In one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic Church. I confess one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look for

it is truly just and right to the majesty of Your holiness
to praise You, to hymn You, to bless You, to worship
You, to give thanks to You, to glorify You, the only
true God, and to offer to You this our spiritual worship
with a contrite heart and a humble spirit. For You
have given us to know Your truth. Who is worthy to
praise Your mighty acts? Or to make known all Your

A mercy of peace, a sacrifice of praise.
The doors! The doors! In wisdom, let us be
attentive!
PRIEST
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
PEOPLE
and the love of God and Father, and the
THE SYMBOL OF OUR FAITH
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
I believe in one God, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and of all things CHOIR
And with your spirit.
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten PRIEST
of the Father before all ages; Light of Light,
Let us lift up our hearts.
true God of true God, begotten, not created,
CHOIR
of one essence with the Father through Whom
We lift them up to the Lord.
all things were made. Who for us men and for
PRIEST
our salvation came down from heaven and
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
CHOIR
Mary and became man. He was crucified for
It is proper and right.
us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and
was buried; And He rose on the third day,
PRIEST (in a low voice)
according to the Scriptures. He ascended into
Master, Lord, God, worshipful Father almighty,

praises? Or tell of all Your wonderful deeds at all times?
Master of all things, Lord of heaven and earth, and of
every creature visible and invisible, You are seated
upon the throne of glory and behold the depths. You
are without beginning, invisible, incomprehensible,
beyond words, unchangeable. You are the Father of our
20
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Lord Jesus Christ, who is the great God and Savior of
our hope, the image of Your goodness, the true seal of

this world, returning him to the earth from which
he was taken, yet providing for him the salvation of

revealing in Himself You, the Father. He is the living
Word, the true God, eternal wisdom, life, sanctification,
power, and the true light. Through Him the Holy
Spirit was manifested, the spirit of truth the gift of
Sonship, the pledge of our future inheritance, the first
fruits of eternal blessings, the life giving power, the

regeneration in Your Christ. For You did not forever
reject Your creature whom You made, O Good One, nor
did You forget the work of Your hands, but because of
Your tender compassion, You visited him in various
ways: You sent forth prophets; You performed mighty
works by Your saints who in every generation have

source of sanctification through whom every rational
and spiritual creature is made capable of worshiping
You and giving You eternal glorification, for all
things are subject to You. For You are praised by the
angels, archangels, thrones, dominions, principalities,
authorities, powers, and the many eyed Cherubim.
Round about You stand the Seraphim, one with six
wings and the other with six wings; with two they
cover their faces; with two they cover their feet; with
two they fly, crying out to one another with unceasing
voices and everresounding praises:

pleased You. You spoke to us by the mouth of Your
servants the prophets, announcing to us the salvation
which was to come; You gave us the law to help us;
You appointed angels as guardians. And when the
fullness of time had come, You spoke to us through
Your Son Himself, through whom You created the
ages. He, being the splendor of Your glory and the
image of Your being, upholding all things by the word
of His power, thought it not robbery to be equal with
You, God and Father. But, being God before all ages,
He appeared on earth and lived with humankind.
Becoming incarnate from a holy Virgin, He emptied
PRIEST
Himself, taking the form of a servant, conforming to the
Singing the triumphal hymn, exclaiming, body of our lowliness, that He might change us in the
proclaiming, and saying...
likeness of the image of His glory. For, since through
man sin came into the world and through sin death, it
CHOIR
pleased Your only begotten Son, who is in Your bosom,
Holy, holy, holy, Lord Sabaoth, heaven
God and Father, born of a woman, the holy Theotokos
and earth are filled with Your glory. Hosanna and ever virgin Mary; born under the law, to condemn
in the highest. Blessed is He Who comes in the sin in His flesh, so that those who died in Adam may
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. [GOA] be brought to life in Him, Your Christ. He lived in this
world, and gave us precepts of salvation. Releasing
PRIEST (in a low voice)
us from the delusions of idolatry, He guided us to the
Together with these blessed powers, loving Master sure knowledge of You, the true God and Father. He
we sinners also cry out and say: Truly You are holy and acquired us for Himself, as His chosen people, a royal
most holy, and there are no bounds to the majesty of
priesthood, a holy nation. Having cleansed us by water
Your holiness. You are holy in all Your works, for with and sanctified us with the Holy Spirit, He gave Himself
righteousness and true judgment You have ordered
as ransom to death in which we were held captive, sold
all things for us. For having made man by taking dust
under sin. Descending into Hades through the cross,
from the earth, and having honored him with Your
that He might fill all things with Himself, He loosed
own image, O God, You placed him in a garden of
the bonds of death. He rose on the third day, having
delight, promising him eternal life and the enjoyment
of everlasting blessings in the observance of Your
commandments. But when he disobeyed You, the true
God who had created him, and was led astray by the
deception of the serpent becoming subject to death
through his own transgressions, You, O God, in Your
righteous judgment, expelled him from paradise into

opened a path for all flesh to the resurrection from the
dead, since it was not possible that the Author of life
would be dominated by corruption. So He became the
first fruits of those who have fallen asleep, the first born
of the dead, that He might be Himself the first in all
things. Ascending into heaven, He sat at the right hand
of Your majesty on high and He will come to render
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to each according to His works. As memorials of His
saving passion, He has left us these gifts which we

CHOIR

We praise You, we bless You, we give

have set forth before You according to His commands.
thanks to You, and we pray to You, Lord our
For when He was about to go forth to His voluntary,
ever memorable, and life-giving death, on the night on God. [GOA]
which He was delivered up for the life of the world, He
PRIEST (in a low voice)
took bread in His holy and pure hands, and presenting
Therefore, most holy Master, we also, Your
it to You, God and Father, and offering thanks, blessing,
sinful and unworthy servants, whom You have made
sanctifying, and breaking it:
worthy to serve at Your holy altar, not because of our
own righteousness (for we have not done anything
PRIEST
good upon the earth), but because of Your mercy and
compassion, which You have so richly poured upon us,
we dare to approach Your holy altar, and bring forth
the symbols of the holy Body and Blood of Your Christ.

He gave it to His holy disciples and
apostles saying: Take, eat, this is my
body which is broken for you and for the
forgiveness of sins.

We pray to You and call upon You, O Holy of Holies,
that by the favor of Your goodness, Your Holy Spirit
may come upon us and upon the gifts here presented,
to bless, sanctify,

CHOIR

Amen.
PRIEST (in a low voice)
Likewise, He took the cup of the fruit of vine,
and having mingled it, offering thanks, blessing, and
sanctifying it.

And make this bread to be the precious Body of
our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ.

PRIEST

And this cup to be the precious Blood of our Lord
and God and Savior Jesus Christ.

(Amen.)

He gave it to His holy disciples and
apostles saying: Drink of this all of you. This is
my blood of the new Covenant, shed for you
and for many, for the forgiveness of sins.
CHOIR

Amen.
PRIEST (in a low voice)
Do this in remembrance of me. For as often as
you eat this Bread and drink this Cup, you proclaim
my death, and you confess my resurrection. Therefore,
Master, we also, remembering His saving passion and
life giving cross, His three-day burial and resurrection
from the dead, His ascension into heaven, and
enthronement at Your right hand, God and Father, and
His glorious and awesome second coming.

(Amen.)
Shed for the life and salvation of the world.
(Amen. Amen. Amen.)
And unite us all to one another who become
partakers of the one Bread and the Cup in the
communion of the one Holy Spirit. Grant that none of
us may partake of the holy Body and Blood of Your
Christ to judgment or condemnation; but, that we
may find mercy and grace with all the saints who
through the ages have pleased You: forefathers, fathers,
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, preachers, evangelists,
martyrs, confessors, teachers, and every righteous spirit
made perfect in faith.

PRIEST

Especially for our most holy, pure,
Your own of Your own we offer to You, in blessed, and glorious Lady, the Theotokos and
ever-virgin Mary.
all and for all.
PRIEST
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CHOIR

Hymn to the Theotokos.
In you, O Lady full of grace, rejoices all
creation, the orders of Angels and the human
race together. O hallowed temple and rational
Garden of Paradise, the pride of virgins, from
you did God become incarnate, and our God
who existed before the ages became a child.
For He made your womb a throne for himself,
and your body He made wider than the
heavens. In you, O Lady full of grace, rejoices
all creation. Glory to you. [SD]

your people that through the faithful conduct of their
duties we may live peaceful and serene lives in all piety
and holiness. Sustain the good in their goodness; make
the wicked good through Your goodness. Remember,
Lord, the people here presented and those who are
absent with good cause. Have mercy on them and
on us according to the multitude of Your mercy. Fill
their treasuries with every good thing; preserve their

marriages in peace and harmony; nurture the infants;
instruct the youth; strengthen the aged; give courage
to the faint hearted; reunite those separated; bring back
those in error and unite them to Your holy, catholic,
and apostolic Church. Free those who are held captive
by unclean spirits; sail with those who sail; travel
with those who travel; defend the widows; protect the
orphans; liberate the captives; heal the sick. Remember,
PRIEST (in a low voice)
Lord, those who are in mines, in exile, in harsh labor,
For Saint John the prophet, forerunner, and
and those in every kind of affliction, necessity, or
baptist; for the holy, glorious, and most honorable
distress; those who entreat your loving kindness;
apostles; for Saint(s) (Name's), whose memory we
those who love us and those who hate us; those who
commemorate today; and for all Your saints, through
whose supplications, O God, visit us. Remember also all have asked us to pray for them, unworthy though we
may be. Remember, Lord our God, all Your people,
who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection
to eternal life (here the priest commemorates the names and pour out Your rich mercy upon them, granting
of the deceased). And grant them rest, our God, where them their petitions for salvation. Remember, O God,
all those whom we have not remembered through
the light of Your countenance shines. Again, we pray
to You, be mindful of Your holy, catholic, and apostolic ignorance, forgetfulness or because of their multitude
Church, which is from one end of the inhabited earth to since You know the name and age of each, even from
the other. Grant peace to her which You have obtained their mother's womb. For You, Lord, are the helper of
the helpless, the hope of the hopeless, the savior of the
with the precious blood of Your Christ. Strengthen
afflicted, the haven of the voyager, and the physician of
also this holy house to the end of the ages. Remember,
the sick. Be all things to all, You who know each person,
Lord, those who have brought You these gifts, and
his requests, his household, and his need. Deliver this
for whom and through whom and the intentions for
community and city, O Lord, and every city and town,
which they were offered. Remember, Lord, those who
from famine, plague, earthquake, flood, fire, sword,
bear fruit and do good works in Your holy churches,
invasion of foreign enemies, and civil war.
and those who remember the poor. Reward them with
Your rich and heavenly gifts. Grant them in return for
PRIEST
earthly things, heavenly gifts; for temporal, eternal; for
Among the first remember, Lord,
corruptible, incorruptible. Remember, Lord, those who
(episcopal rank) (name). grant him to Your
are in the deserts, on mountains, in caverns, and in the
chambers of the earth. Remember, Lord, those living in holy churches in peace, safety, honor, and
chastity and godliness, in asceticism and holiness of life. health, unto length of days, rightly teaching
the word of Your truth.
Remember, Lord, this country and all those in public
service whom you have allowed to govern on earth.
DEACON
Grant them profound and lasting peace. Speak to their
And remember those whom each one of
hearts good things concerning your Church and all

us has in mind, and all the people.
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CHOIR

CHOIR

(Lord, have mercy.)

And all the people.

For the precious Gifts here presented and
consecrated, let us pray to the Lord.

PRIEST (in a low voice)
Remember, Lord, all Orthodox bishops who
rightly teach the word of Your truth. Remember Lord,
my unworthiness according to the multitude of Your
mercies; forgive my every transgression, both voluntary
and involuntary. Do not take away the grace of Your
Holy Spirit from these gifts presented because of my
sins. Remember, Lord, the presbyters, the diaconate
in Christ, and every order of the clergy, and do not

(Lord, have mercy.)
That our God Who loves mankind, having
accepted them at His holy and celestial and
mystical altar as an offering of spiritual
fragrance, may in return send down upon us
the divine grace and the gift of the Holy Spirit,
let us pray.

Petitions

Show

confound any of us who stand about Your holy altar.
Visit us with Your goodness, Lord; manifest Yourself to
(Lord, have mercy.)
us through Your rich compassion. Grant us seasonable
weather and fruitful seasons; send gentle showers
(These petitions were not originally included. They were
upon the earth so that it may bear fruit; bless the crown
most probably added owing to the influence of the Liturgy of
of the year of Your goodness. Prevent schism in the
the Presanctified Gifts.)
Church; pacify the raging of the heathen. Quickly stop
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath,
the uprisings of heresies by the power of Your Holy
danger, and necessity, let us pray to the Lord.
Spirit. Receive us all into Your kingdom. Declare us to
be sons and daughters of the light and of the day. Grant
(Lord, have mercy.)
us Your peace and love, Lord our God, for You have
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us,
given all things to us.
O God, by Your grace.

PRIEST

(Lord, have mercy.)

And grant that with one voice and one
That the whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful,
heart we may glorify and praise Your most
and sinless, let us ask the Lord.
honorable and majestic name, of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and
(Grant this, O Lord.)
forever and to the ages of ages.
CHOIR

For an angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian
of our souls and bodies, let us ask the Lord.

Amen.
PRIEST

And the mercies of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ, be with you all.
CHOIR

And with your spirit.

(Grant this, O Lord.)
For pardon and remission of our sins and
transgressions, let us ask the Lord.
(Grant this, O Lord.)
For that which is good and beneficial for our souls,
and for peace for the world, let us ask the Lord.
(Grant this, O Lord.)

DEACON

Having commemorated all the saints,
again and again, in peace, let us pray to the
Lord.

That we may complete the remaining time of our
life in peace and repentance, let us ask the Lord.
(Grant this, O Lord.)
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this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. [GOA]

And let us ask for a Christian end to our life,
peaceful, without shame and suffering, and for a good
defense before the awesome judgment seat of Christ.

Petitions

Hide

(Grant this, O Lord.)

Having asked for the unity of the faith and PRIEST
For Thine is the Kingdom and the power
for the communion of the Holy Spirit, let us
commend ourselves and one another and our and the glory, of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the
whole life to Christ our God.
ages of ages.
(To You, O Lord.)
(Amen.)
PRIEST (in a low voice)

Our God, the God who saves, You teach us justly
to thank You for the good things which You have done
and still do for us. You are our God who has accepted
these Gifts. Cleanse us from every defilement of flesh
and spirit, and teach us how to live in holiness by Your
fear, so that receiving the portion of Your holy Gifts
with a clear conscience we may be united with the holy
Body and Blood of Your Christ. Having received them

PRIEST

worthily, may we have Christ dwelling in our hearts,
and may we become the temple of Your Holy Spirit.
Yes, our God, let none of us be guilty before these,
Your awesome and heavenly Mysteries, nor be infirm
in body and soul by partaking of them unworthily.
But enable us, even up to our last breath, to receive a
portion of Your holy Gifts worthily, as provision for
eternal life and as an acceptable defense at the awesome
judgment seat of Your Christ. So that we also, together
with all the saints who through the ages have pleased
You, may become partakers of Your eternal good
things, which You, Lord, have prepared for those who
love You.

PRIEST (in a low voice)

PRIEST

And grant us, Master, with boldness and
without condemnation, to dare call You, the
heavenly God, Father, and to say:

Peace be with all.
(And with your spirit.)
DEACON

Let us bow our heads to the Lord.
(To You, O Lord.)
Lord Master, the Father of mercies and God of
every consolation, bless sanctify, guard, fortify, and
strengthen those who have bowed their heads to You.
Distance them from every evil deed. Lead them to
every good work and make them worthy to partake
without condemnation of these, Your most pure and
life-giving Mysteries, for the forgiveness of sins and for
the communion of the Holy Spirit.

PRIEST

Through the grace, compassion, and love
for mankind of Your only begotten Son, with
whom You are blessed, together with Your allholy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and
forever and to the ages of ages.
(Amen.)
THE HOLY COMMUNION

PEOPLE

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us

PRIEST (in a low voice)
Hearken, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, from
Your holy dwelling place and from the throne of
glory of Your Kingdom, and come to sanctify us, You
Who are enthroned with the Father on high and are
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present among us invisibly here. And with Your mighty
hand, grant Communion of Your most pure Body and
precious Blood to us, and through us to all the people.

the unworthy. The Body of God both deifies
and nourishes me: It deifies the spirit and
wondrously nourishes the mind.

DEACON

You have smitten me with yearning, O
Christ, and by Your divine eros You have
PRIEST
changed me. But burn up with spiritual fire
The Holy Gifts for the holy people of God. my sins, and grant me to be filled with delight
in You, so that, leaping for joy, I may magnify,
CHOIR
O Good One, Your two comings.
One is Holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to
the glory of God the Father. Amen. [GOA]
How shall I, who am unworthy, enter into
Let us be attentive.

PEOPLE
PRAYERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

I believe and confess, Lord, that You are
truly the Christ, the Son of the living God,
Who came into the world to save sinners, of
whom I am the first. I also believe that this
is truly Your pure Body and that this is truly
Your precious Blood. Therefore, I pray to
You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in
word and deed, in knowledge or in ignorance.
And make me worthy, without condemnation,
to partake of Your pure Mysteries for the
remission of sins and for eternal life. Amen.
Behold, I approach for Divine
Communion. * O Maker, burn me not as I
partake, * for You are fire consuming the
unworthy. * But cleanse me from every stain.

the splendor of Your saints? If I should dare
to enter into the bridal chamber, my vesture
will condemn me, since it is not a wedding
garment; and being bound up, I shall be cast
out by the angels. Cleanse, O Lord, the filth of
my soul, and save me, as You are the one Who
loves mankind.
Master Who loves mankind, Lord Jesus
Christ, my God, let not these Holy Gifts be
to my judgment because I am unworthy, but
rather for the purification and sanctification
of both soul and body and the pledge of the
life and Kingdom to come. It is good for me to
cleave unto God and to place in Him the hope
of my salvation.

O Son of God, receive me today as a
partaker of Your mystical supper. For I will
not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor
will I give You a kiss, as did Judas. But like the
O Son of God, receive me today as a
thief, I confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in
partaker of Your mystical supper. For I will
not speak of the mystery to Your enemies, nor Your Kingdom.
will I give You a kiss, as did Judas. But like the CHOIR
thief, I confess to You: Remember me, Lord, in
Communion Hymn. Psalm 148.
Your Kingdom.
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise
Tremble, O man, as you behold the
divine Blood. It is a burning coal that sears

Him in the highest. Alleluia. [SAAS]
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DEACON

CHOIR

With the fear of God, faith, and love, draw
Let our mouths be filled with Your
near.
praise, O Lord, that we may sing of Your
And the people receive Holy Communion. The Priest
glory, because You have made us worthy to
receives the holy Chalice from the hands of the Deacon and
partake of Your Holy Mysteries. Keep us in
begins communing the people, saying to each one:
Your sanctification, that all day long we may
The servant of God (Name) partakes of the Body
meditate upon Your righteousness. Alleluia.
and Blood of Christ for the remission of sins and life
Alleluia. Alleluia. [GOA]
eternal.

DEACON

CHOIR

Arise! Having partaken of the divine,
holy, pure, immortal, heavenly, life-creating,
PRIEST
and awesome Mysteries of Christ, let us
Save, O God, Your people, and bless Your worthily give thanks to the Lord.
inheritance.
(Lord, have mercy.)
Hymns During Holy Communion

CHOIR

or:

Mode 2.
We have seen the true light; we have
received the heavenly Spirit; we have found
the true faith, worshiping the undivided
Trinity, for the Trinity has saved us. [GOA]
PRIEST
(in a low voice)
Wash away, Lord, by Your Holy Blood, the
sins of Your servants here remembered through the
intercessions of the Theotokos and all Your saints.
Amen.

(Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.)
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and
protect us, O God, by Your grace.
(Lord, have mercy.)
Having prayed for a perfect, holy,
peaceful, and sinless day, let us commend
ourselves and one another and our whole life
to Christ our God.
(To You, O Lord.)
PRIEST (in a low voice)
THE THANKSGIVING PRAYER

DEACON

We thank You, Lord, our God, for the communion
of Your holy, most pure, immortal, and heavenly
PRIEST
Mysteries which You have granted us for the benefit,
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and let Your sanctification, and healing of our souls and bodies.
glory be over all the earth.
Grant, Master of all, that the communion of the holy
Body and Blood of Your Christ may become for us faith
Blessed is our God.
unashamed, love unfeigned, fulness of wisdom, healing
PRIEST
of soul and body, repelling of every hostile adversary,
Exalt, Master.

Always, now and forever and to the ages
of ages.

observance of Your commandments, and an acceptable
defense at the dread judgment seat of Your Christ.

(Amen.)
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life where the light of Your face shines. Hear
For You are our sanctification, and to You the petitions of all those who beseech You for
we give glory, to the Father and to the Son and Your help. For You are the giver of all good
to the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the things, and to You we give glory, together
with Your eternal Father and Your all holy,
ages of ages.
good, and life giving Spirit, now and forever
(Amen.)
and to the ages of ages.
PRIEST

PRIEST

(Amen.)

Let us go forth in peace.

The Great Blessing of the Waters
By Sophronios Patriarch of Jerusalem.

DEACON

Let us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)

CHOIR

Mode pl. 4.

PRIEST

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters,
crying out and saying, "Come all, and
O Christ, our God, accept from those who
receive the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of
call upon You with all their heart this spiritual
understanding, the Spirit of the fear of God,
sacrifice without the shedding of blood as
yes, of Christ, who has come in His epiphany."
a sacrifice of praise and true worship. You
(3) [SD]
are the Lamb and Son of God who bears the
sins of the world; the blameless calf who does
Today the substance of water is made
not accept the yoke of sin and who freely
sacrificed Yourself for us. You are broken but holy, for the Master is washed in the Jordan.
When the River sees Him, it stops its flow and
not divided. You are consumed but never
spent. You sanctify those who partake of you. bursts forth. (2) [SD]
In remembrance of Your voluntary passion
You have come to the River as a man, O
and life-giving resurrection on the third day,
You have made us partakers of Your ineffable Christ our King; and You urgently request to
receive a Baptism befitting a servant, at the
and heavenly and awesome mysteries of
Your holy Body and precious Blood. Preserve hands of the Forerunner, all because of our
us, Your servants, those who minister, our
sins, O good Lord who loves humanity. (2) [SD]
leaders, the armed forces, and the people
Glory. Both now. Mode pl. 4.
present here, in Your holiness. Grant that we
When You had taken the form of a
may meditate upon Your righteousness at all
servant, O Lord, You approached John, the
times and in every season. Guide us and our
actions so that we may do what is pleasing to voice of the one crying in the wilderness,
You, and may You find us worthy to stand at "Prepare the way of the Lord!" and You
Your right hand when You return to judge the
requested Baptism, although You were
living and the dead. Deliver our brothers and
without sin. The waters saw You and were
sisters who are in captivity, visit those who
afraid. The Forerunner trembled in reaction,
are sick, protect those who are in danger at
sea, and give rest to the souls of all those who and he cried out and said, "How can I, who
have fallen asleep in the hope of the eternal
am the lamp, illumine You, who are the Light?
THE PRAYER BEHIND THE AMBON
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How can I, the servant, lay my hand on You,
my Master? I pray You sanctify me and the
waters, O Savior, who takes away the sin of
the world!" [SD]

nor shall any ravenous animals go up on it,
nor at all be found there. But the redeemed
shall walk in it, and those gathered by the
Lord shall return and come to Zion with
gladness, and with everlasting gladness over
their head. For praise and exceeding joy will
be on their head, and gladness shall possess
them. Pain, sorrow, and sighing fled away.

The Readings
READER

The reading is from the Prophecy of
Isaiah.

[SAAS]

DEACON

READER

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.

The reading is from the Prophecy of
Isaiah.

READER
Is 35:1-10

Thus says the Lord: Be glad, you thirsty
desert, and rejoice exceedingly, and let the
desert blossom as a lily. The desert places
of the Jordan shall blossom abundantly and
rejoice exceedingly. The glory of Lebanon and
the honor of Carmel shall be given to it, and
My people shall see the glory of the Lord and
the majesty of our God. Be strong, you relaxed
hands and feeble knees. Be comforted, you
fainthearted. Be strong, do not fear. Behold,
our God renders judgment and will render it.
He will come and save us. Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
shall hear. Then the lame shall leap like a deer,

DEACON

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
READER
Is 55:1-13

Thus says the Lord: “You who are thirsty,
go to the water, and all who have no money,
go and buy wine and fat, and eat and drink
without money and price. Why do you value
at the price of money, and give your toil for
what does not satisfy? Listen to Me and eat
good things, and your soul will delight in
good things. Incline your ears and follow my
ways. Listen to Me, and your soul shall live
in good things; and I will make an everlasting
and the tongue of the dumb will speak clearly. covenant with you, the holy and faithful
For water shall burst forth in the desert, and a things of David. Behold, I made him a witness
valley in the thirsty land. The waterless desert among the Gentiles, a ruler and commander
shall become meadows, and the thirsty land
to the Gentiles. The Gentiles, which did
springs of water. There will be the gladness
not know you, shall call upon you, and the
of birds, a habitation of reeds and marshes. A peoples who did not understand you shall
pure way shall be there, and it shall be called a take refuge in you, because of your God, the
holy way. No unclean man shall pass through Holy One of Israel; for He glorified you.”
there, neither shall there be an unclean way
Seek God, and when you find Him, call upon
there. But those dispersed shall walk in it, and Him when He draws near to you. Let the
they shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, ungodly man abandon his ways, and the
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lawless man his counsels; and let him return
to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him;
for He shall forgive your sins abundantly.
“For My counsels are not as your counsels,
neither are your ways My ways,” says the
Lord. “But as heaven is distant from earth, so
is My way distant from your ways, and your
thoughts from My mind. For as rain comes
down, or snow from heaven, and does not
return until it saturates the earth, and it brings
forth and produces, and gives seed to the
sower and bread for food, so shall My word
be, whatever proceeds from My mouth. It
shall not return until it accomplishes whatever
I willed, and I shall prosper your ways and
My commandments. For you shall go forth
with gladness and shall be taught with joy, for
the mountains and hills shall exult to receive
you with joy; and all the trees of the field shall
applaud with their branches. Instead of the
broom-tree shall come up the cypress, and
instead of the nettle shall come up the myrtle;
and the Lord shall be for a name and for an
everlasting sign, and He shall not fail.” [SAAS]
READER

The reading is from the Prophecy of
Isaiah.
DEACON

Wisdom. Let us be attentive.
READER
Is 12:3-6

Thus says the Lord: You will draw water
with gladness from the wells of salvation. In
that day, you will say, “Praise the Lord; call
upon His name. Declare His glorious things
among the Gentiles and make mention that
His name is exalted. Sing to the name of the

Lord, for He has done great things. Declare
this in all the earth. Exult and be glad, O
inhabitants of Zion, for the Holy One of Israel
is exalted in her midst.” [SAAS]
The Epistle
DEACON

Let us be attentive.
READER

Prokeimenon. Mode 3. Psalm 26.
The Lord is my light and my savior.
Verse: The Lord is the defender of my life.
[SAAS]

DEACON

Wisdom.
READER

The reading is from Paul's First Letter to
the Corinthians.
DEACON

Let us be attentive.
READER
1 Cor. 10:1-4

Brethren, I want you to know that our
Fathers were all under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea, and all were baptized
into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all
ate the same spiritual food and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the
spiritual Rock which followed them, and the
Rock was Christ. [RSV]
PRIEST

Peace be with you.
CHOIR

Alleluia. Grave Mode. Psalm 44.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Verse 1: My heart overflowed with a good
word. [SAAS]

For the peace from above and for the
salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace of the whole world, for the
stability of the holy churches of God, and for
Verse 2: You are more beautiful than the sons the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
of men. [SAAS]
For this holy house and for those who
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
enter it with faith, reverence, and the fear of
God, let us pray to the Lord.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

DEACON

Wisdom. Arise. Let us hear the Holy
Gospel.

For pious and Orthodox Christians, let us
pray to the Lord.

PRIEST

For our Archbishop (Name), for the
honorable presbyterate, for the diaconate in
Christ, and for all the clergy and the people,
let us pray to the Lord.

Peace be with all.
(And with your spirit.)
DEACON

The reading is from the Holy Gospel
according to Mark.
PRIEST

Let us be attentive.
(Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.)
DEACON
Mk. 1:9-11

For our country, for the president, and for
all in public service, let us pray to the Lord.
For this city, and for every city and land,
and for the faithful who live in them, let us
pray to the Lord.
For favorable weather, for an abundance
of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth
of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And when He came up out of the
water, immediately he saw the heavens
opened and the Spirit descending upon Him
like a dove; and a voice came from heaven,
"You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased." [RSV]

For those who travel by land, sea, and air,
for the sick, the suffering, the captives and for
their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

PRIEST

That there may be sent down upon it
the Grace of Redemption, the blessing of the
Jordan; let us pray to the Lord.

Peace be with you.
CHOIR

Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.
DEACON

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)

That this water might be hallowed by the
might, and operation, and descent of the Holy
Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.
That there may descend upon these
waters the cleansing operation of the super
substantial Trinity; let us pray to the Lord.

That we may be illumined with the Light
of Knowledge and Piety through the descent
of the Holy Spirit; let us pray to the Lord.
That this water may become the gift of
sanctification, redemption from sins, for
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the healing of soul and body, and for every
suitable purpose, let us pray to the Lord.

and thanksgiving for your wondrous mighty
works from every age, and for your saving
That it may become water welling up to
dispensation in these last times. By it you
eternal life; let us pray to the Lord.
clothe yourself in our weak and beggared
That this water may prove effectual for the matter and coming down to the measure of
averting of every plot of visible and invisible
our servitude, King of all, you accepted also
enemies; let us pray to the Lord.
to be baptised in the Jordan by the hand of a
servant, so that, having sanctified the nature
For those who are sprinkled with it and
take it for the blessing of homes; let us pray to of the waters, you, the sinless one, might
the Lord.
make a way for our rebirth through water
That it may be for the purification of soul and Spirit and re-establish us in our original
and body to all who with faith take and drink freedom. As we celebrate the memory of this
of it; let us pray to the Lord.
divine Mystery, we entreat you, Master, lover
That we may be granted to be filled with
of mankind: Sprinkle on us, your unworthy
sanctification through drinking this water, by servants, cleansing water, in accordance
the invisible manifestation of the Holy Spirit;
with your divine promise, the gift of your
let us pray to the Lord.
compassion, that the request of us sinners over
That the Lord God may listen to the voice
this water may become acceptable by your
of the prayer of us sinners and have mercy on
goodness and that through it your blessing
us; let us pray to the Lord.
to be granted to us and to all your faithful
For our deliverance from all affliction,
people, to the glory of your holy, venerated
wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray to the
Name. For to you belong all glory, honour
Lord.
and worship, with your Father who is without
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and
beginning, with you all-holy, good and lifeprotect us, O God, by Your grace.
giving Spirit, now and forever, and to the ages
Commemorating our most holy, pure,
of ages. Amen. [EL]
blessed, and glorious Lady, the Theotokos and
And having said the Amen to himself, when the Deacon
ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints, let us
commend ourselves and one another and our has finished the Litany, the Priest begins this Prayer in a loud
voice:
whole life to Christ our God.
A Composition of Patriarch
Sophronios of Jerusalem.

(To You, O Lord.)
The Priest reads the following prayer in a low voice.

Lord Jesus Christ, only-begotten Son,
who are in the bosom of the Father, true God,
source of life and immortality, Light from
Light, who came into the world to enlighten
it, flood our mind with light by your Holy
Spirit and accept us as we bring you praise

PRIEST

Great are you, O Lord, and wonderful
your works, and no word is adequate to sing
the praise of your wonders. (3) [EL]
(Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You.)
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For by your own will you brought the
universe from non-existence into being, you
hold creation together by your might, and by
your providence you direct the world. You
composed creation from four elements; with
four seasons you crowned the circle of the
year. All the spiritual Powers tremble before
you. The sun sings your praise, the moon
glorifies you, the stars entreat you, the light
obeys you, the deeps tremble before you,
the springs are your servants. You stretched
out the heavens on the waters; you walled in
the sea with sand; you poured out the air for
breathing. Angelic Powers minister to you.

Therefore, O King, lover of mankind, be
present now too through the visitation of your
Holy Spirit, and sanctify this water. (3) [EL]
(Amen.)

And give to it the grace of redemption
and the blessing of Jordan. Make it a source
of incorruption, a gift of sanctification, a
deliverance from sins, an averting of diseases,
unapproachable by hostile powers, filled with
angelic strength. That all who draw from it
and partake of it may have it for cleansing
of souls and bodies, for healing of passions,
for sanctification of homes, for every suitable
purpose. For you are our God, who through
The choirs of the Archangels worship you.
water and Spirit renewed our nature made
The many-eyed Cherubim and the six-winged
old by sin. You are our God, who in the days
Seraphim as they stand and fly around you
of Noë drowned sin through the water of the
hide their faces in fear of your unapproachable
flood. You are our God, who through Moses
glory. For you, being God uncircumscribed,
freed the Hebrew race from the slavery of
without beginning and inexpressible, came
Pharao through the sea. You are our God who
upon earth, taking the form of a servant, being
split open the rock in the desert, and waters
found in the likeness of mortals. For you
rushed out and torrents flooded down, and
could not bear, Master, in the compassion of
you satisfied your thirsty people. You are our
your mercy to watch the human race being
God, who through Elias turned Israel from the
tyrannised by the devil, but you came and
error of Baal. [EL]
saved us. We acknowledge your grace, we
And now, Master, do you yourself
proclaim your mercy, we do not conceal your
benevolence. You freed the generations of our sanctify this water by your Holy Spirit. (3) [EL]
race. You sanctified a virgin womb by your
(Amen.)
birth. All creation sang your praise when you
Give to all who partake of it sanctification,
appeared. For you are our God who appeared
blessing, cleansing, health. [EL]
on earth and lived among mortals. You
And save, Lord, our faithful Rulers. (3) [EL]
sanctified the streams of Jordan by sending
down from heaven your All-holy Spirit and
And guard them under your protection
you smashed the heads of the dragons that
in peace. Subdue beneath their feet every foe
lurked there. [EL]
and enemy. Grant them all their requests that
are for salvation and eternal life. Remember,
Lord, our Archbishop N., the whole order of
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Presbyters, the Diaconate in Christ, every rank
of the clergy, the people here present and our
brethren who with good reason are absent,
and have mercy on us in accordance with
your great mercy. So that through elements
and through Angels and through mortals and
through things visible and through things
unseen, your all-holy name may be glorified
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and
for ever, and to the ages of ages. [EL]
(Amen.)
Peace be with all.
(And with your spirit.)
Let us bow our heads to the Lord.
(To You, O Lord.)
And the Priest says the Prayer in a low voice.

Incline your ear and hear us, Lord, who
accepted to be baptised in Jordan and to
sanctify the waters, and bless us all, who
signify our calling as servants by the bending
of our necks. And count us worthy to be filled
with your sanctification through the partaking
and sprinkling of this water. And let it be for
us, Lord, for healing of soul and body. [EL]
Aloud

For you are the sanctification of our
souls and bodies, and to you we give glory,
thanksgiving and worship, with your Father
who is without beginning, and your All-holy,
good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever,
and to the ages of ages. [EL]
(Amen.)
And the Priest immediately, blessing the waters in the
figure of the Cross, immerses the precious Cross, plunging
it upright into the water and lifting it out again, chanting

the following Troparion. The Priest once and the Choirs once
each.

PRIEST

Apolytikion. Mode 1.
As You were baptized in the Jordan, O
Lord, then the worship of the Trinity became
manifest, for the voice of the Father bore
witness to You, naming You the Beloved
Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove,
confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ
God, who appeared and illumined the world,
glory to You. [SD]
CHOIR

As You were baptized in the Jordan, O
Lord, then the worship of the Trinity became
manifest, for the voice of the Father bore
witness to You, naming You the Beloved
Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove,
confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ
God, who appeared and illumined the world,
glory to You. (2)
And he sprinkles all the People with the water.

On January 5.
Kontakion. For the Forefeast.
Mode 4. You appeared today.
To the flowing streams today * of River
Jordan * comes the Lord and cries aloud * to
John the Baptist, and He says, * "Be not afraid
to baptize me now; * for I have come to save
Adam, the first-formed man." [SD]
On January 6.
Kontakion. For the Feast.
Mode 4. Automelon.
You appeared today to us * on earth,
O Master, * and Your light was signed on
us * who cry aloud to You and say * with
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love for mankind, always, now and forever
and to the ages of ages.

understanding, O Christ our God: You came
and shone forth, O Light unapproachable. [SD]

(Amen.)

As we enter the Church we chant the following
Idiomelon.

Glory to You, our God. Glory to You.

CHOIR

PRIEST

Mode pl. 2.

May He who condescended to be baptized
by John in the Jordan, for our salvation, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-pure and all-immaculate holy Mother, the
power of the precious and life-giving Cross,
the protection of the honorable, bodiless
powers of heaven, the supplications of the
honorable, glorious prophet and forerunner
John the Baptist, of the holy, glorious, and
praiseworthy apostles, of the holy, glorious,
and triumphant martyrs, of our righteous
and God-bearing fathers, (local patron saint);
of the holy and righteous ancestors of God
Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints, have
mercy on us and save us, for He is good and
loves mankind.

Let us the faithful extol the greatness of
God's benevolent deeds concerning us. For
He became man in our transgression; and
now in the Jordan, He who alone is clean and
undefiled is cleansed in the cleansing that
is meant for us; and He sanctifies me and
the waters, and on the water He crushes the
heads of the dragons. Therefore, brethren,
let us draw water with gladness. For to those
who draw with faith, the grace of the Spirit
is invisibly given by Christ, our God and the
Savior of our souls. [SD]
CHOIR

CHOIR

Blessed be the name of the Lord, from this
time forth and to the ages. (3) [GOA]

Lord, protect for many years the one who
blesses and sanctifies us. [GOA]

PRIEST (in a low voice)
The mystery of Your dispensation, O Christ our
God, has been accomplished and perfected as far as it is
in our power. We have had the memorial of Your death.
We have seen the typos of Your resurrection. We have
been filled with Your unending life. We have enjoyed
Your inexhaustible delight which in the world to come
be well pleased to give to us all, through the grace of
Your holy and good and life-giving Spirit, now and

PRIEST

Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ, our God, have mercy on us
[and save us].

forever and to the ages of ages.

DEACON

Let us pray to the Lord.
(Lord, have mercy.)
PRIEST

May the blessing and the mercy of the
Lord come upon you by His divine grace and
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(Amen.)

