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Study Questions, Luke Chapter Two Study Questions, Luke Chapter Two Study Questions, Luke Chapter Two Study Questions, Luke Chapter Two     

Read: Luke 2:1-20 

1. In the first few verses, what are some clues that the historian St. Luke is trying to be painfully ac-
curate with his political and historical facts? Why do you think he mentions Roman emperors and 

governors-people of power? 

 

2. In verses 4-7, what new things do we learn about Joseph and Mary? What facts about them are 

repeated from our study in St. Luke 1:26-38?  

 

3. Shepherds were poor, lower-class people in their society, despised by religious Jews because 
their work kept them away from many religious activities. Looking at verses 8-14, why do you think 

God chose shepherds to be the first ones to hear the good news of the birth of Jesus? 

 

4. What are the three ways Jesus is described in verse 11? What would each of these have meant 
for poor Jewish shepherds under Roman occupation in the first century? Why is this announcement 

by the angel good news? 

 

5. Notice the contrast between these majestic titles for Jesus and the poor situation into which he 

was born in verses 6-7. Why do you think St. Luke emphasizes this contrast? 

 

6. What is the reaction in heaven to the birth of Jesus according to verses 13-14? What is a benefit 
to those on earth? "On earth peace among those whom he favors" is a different translation from 

the one in our traditional Christmas carols, but it is more accurate. What do you think it means? 

 

7. After the angels leave, in verses 15-16, what do the shepherds do? What have they become?  

 
8. What is the shepherds' first act after seeing and experiencing Jesus (verse 17)?  

 

Read: Luke 2:21-40 

2:21 On which day did the priest circumcise Jesus? Who first gave Jesus his name? 
2:22 Where was the Temple? 
2:24 What gift did Joseph and Mary offer to God? 
2:25 What was the name of the man that they met in the Temple? 
2:26 What had the Holy Spirit told Simeon? 
2:27 Who guided Simeon to the temple at the same time as Jesus? 
2:28 What did Simeon do when he first saw Jesus? 
2:32 What would Jesus be for the Gentiles? What would Jesus bring to the Jewish people? 
2:35 What sad thing would happen to Mary? 
2:36 What was the name of the lady who spoke God’s message? 
2:37 What did Anna do all the time? 
2:38 What did Anna do when she saw Mary, Joseph and Jesus? 
2:39 Where did Joseph, Mary and Jesus go to live afterwards? 
2:40 What was Jesus like as he grew up in Nazareth? 
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SAINTS SIMEON AND ANNA AT THE TEMPLE 

Read Luke Chapter 2, verses 21-40 

 1. Verses 1-21 of this chapter describe the birth and circumcision of Jesus. Now it is 
time for his "presentation." How is this ceremony described in verses 22-24? Leviticus 12:6-8 
in the Old Testament describes the origin of this purification ceremony. From the Leviticus 
passage and verse 24 we get a clue to the economic status of Mary and Joseph. What was it? 
 
2. How is Simeon described in verse 25?  3. How do you think Simeon felt when he saw Je-
sus? 
 
4. Now look at his "song" in verses 29-32. What does he say about the salvation that is 
brought by Jesus? Who were the "Gentiles?" If this "light of revelation" that Jesus will bring is 
for the Gentiles, and also for the glory of Israel, what is Simeon really saying about the revela-
tion of Jesus? 
 
5. Look at Simeon's further prophesy in verses 34-35. Why do you think there will be opposi-
tion to someone bringing the revelation of God? What do you think he meant when he said to 
Mary that "a sword will pierce your own soul"? 
 
6. How is Anna described in verses 36-37?  
 
7. In verse 38, as soon as Anna saw Jesus, what are two things she does immediately in re-
sponse? How is this similar to the shepherds' response in verses 17 and 20?  
 
8. Compare Simeon and Anna. What did they have in common? What was their response to 
encountering Jesus? 
    

In closing:In closing:In closing:In closing:    
What characterizes those who genuinely seek Jesus?  
What do they seem to do as soon as they encounter him?  
How do the examples of these two people help you as you think about living your life, and 
ending your life, meaningfully? 
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