THE GOOD NEWS

Saint Paul’s Greek Orthodox Church
Monthly Bulletin January 2026

“I am not ashamed of the Good News because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.“ (Romans 1:16)
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St. Basil the Great
is celebrated in the life of the Church
on January 1% and January 30" each year.




PARISH INFORMATION

Saint Paul’s Greek Orthodox Church
4949 Alton Parkway Irvine, California 92604-8606
Office Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday — Friday
Office Telephone: (949) 733-2366
www.stpaulsirvine.org
Father Steven Tsichlis, Pastor — Father Theofanis J. Degaitas, Assistant Priest
Deacon Daniel Cunningham, Parish Deacon — Dean Langis, Pastoral Assistant
Ellen Peters, Office Administrator
Joanne Lovejoy, Office Assistant and Denise Oller, Office Assistant
Scott Lee, Facilities Operations Manager

THE 2026 PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE BLESSED TO BEGIN THEIR MINISTRY
AT THE CONCLUSION OF LITURGY ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 11th!

What is the parish council and what is its ministry? The parish council is the administrative body
of the local parish community, the Body and Bride of Christ, elected by its stewards for
the purpose of working together with the parish priest in fulfilling the mission and goals
of their community. The parish functions administratively under the leadership of the parish priest
who is assisted by the parish council, with the guidance and supervision of
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco. The parish council is an example of the
synergy of clergy and laity; it is a vehicle for implementing the ongoing mission of the
Church and planning the necessary strategies, policies, procedures, and activities
that will enable the parish to move forward in accomplishing God’s work.
Because it is engaged in providing Christ-centered servant leadership,
the parish council as a leadership team and administrative body is “ministry-oriented.”
What does this mean? The term administration is an old Latin word that can literally be
translated as “towards ministry” or “towards service.” Every activity and administrative
decision of the parish council is made to encourage and facilitate ministry in the parish.

The following people were elected to serve on the 2026-2027 parish council at our elections
this past December 7th: Poita Cernius, Jim Dargavel, Jim Eckstaedt, George Ekizian, William Fawzy,
Mark Hudoff, Ron Matthews, and Steve Tibbs. They will be joining Maria Gallagher, Greg Gerig,
Alexis Konopisos, John Leventis, Andrew Markis, Ron Tedesco and George Theodorou.

The newly constituted parish council will be prayed for by the entire congregation and
blessed by Father Steve to begin their ministry on Sunday, January 11that the conclusion of
the Liturgy, after which they will adjourn to the conference room in the parish center
to elect their officers—president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer—for the New Year.

A special word of thanks goes to Linda Gorbenko and Steve Kouracos for their countless hours
of service to St. Paul's on this past year’s parish council. Their work honored God!



St. Basil the Great

SAINT OF JANUARY: St. Basil the Great (329-379 AD)
by Robert Payne

Black-bearded, with a bull-like head, heavy eyebrows, glittering eyes,
small lips pressed tightly together, Basil stares out from mosaics and icons
found in churches in Greece, Constantinople and on Mt. Athos. In Russian
icons of the Middle Ages, those heavy features can be easily recognized,
and it is evident that there was a continuing tradition of portraiture. Of
himself, Basil said that he was always sickly and suffered from a lifelong
malady involving almost continual gnawing pain, but his icons suggest a
sober strength, his feet planted firmly on the ground, with no hint of the
physical dejection he speaks about so often in his letters. His forehead
was like the prow of a ship. He saw clearly and he seems never to have
allowed the infirmities of his body to obscure his essential sobriety and
the depth of his spiritual vision. Basil the Great: he wears the title well, if
only because he established the foundations of monasticism and threw his
vast energy into the establishing of a vast monastic complex, the Basilead,
that cared for the sick, elderly and poor and was the ancestor of today’s
hospital.

Basil, a man with a powerful intellect, was from the ancient Roman
province of Cappadocia in Asia Minor, what we today call Turkey. He was
recognizably Cappadocian, at once stern and tender like the country he
lived in, a place of gaunt, nightmarish pinnacle-like mountains and
flowering orchards, of bitter cold in winter, of feverish heat in the summer.
Cappadocia is a mountainous land, in those days famous for its horses
and the wry humor of its people, who had a reputation for toughness.
Cappadocia, Karia and Crete were called "the three bad K's" — tria kappa
kakista in Greek — and the story was often told in Roman times of the
viper that bit a Cappadocian — and the viper died!




About 329 AD, four years after the 1st Ecumenical Council in Nicea,
Basil was born in Caesarea, the modern Kayseri in Turkey. The city lay
in the foothills of Mount Argaeus and in 260AD was said to have a
population of over 400,000 — a large city by ancient standards.
Basil, a second child, was named after his father, a rich lawyer

who possessed property in three provinces of Asia Minor, a man

also famous for his devotion to Christianity. His mother Emmelia

was a woman of great beauty who had ten children: five sons and

five daughters — and of these, three sons and one daughter have
been canonized as saints in our Church.

In 351 AD, Basil began university studies in Athens where he remained

for five years, studying history, poetics, rhetoric, geometry,

astronomy, medicine and the classics under the greatest teachers

of his time. Late in life, Basil was to say bitter things about the schools
in Athens, where a man learned "fire-breathing rhetoric” but it was
all "a vain felicity.” Nevertheless, it was a period of great intellectual
growth and Basil never lost his love for the classics of Greek literature
that he had studied there.

When Basil returned from Athens to Caesarea, he was a graduate

of the best university of his day and was wonderfully proficient in
rhetoric, the studied art of public speaking. He was offered the chair
of rhetoric at the university in Caesarea, and he accepted it. He

taught some classes and delighted in his learning and the opportunity
to display it. He might have continued as a professor of rhetoric, with a
satisfactory law practice, if it had not been for his older sister Macrina
and the shock of the death of his younger brother, Naukratios, who
had been deeply religious.




One day, he just went out to fish and was brought home dead. There was
no warning sickness. He died suddenly, on a clear day, like

someone struck by lightning. Earlier, Macrina had accused Basil

of "being puffed up like a blowfish with the arrogance of oratory” and had
upbraided him for not taking his Christian faith seriously enough.

The shock of his brother's sudden death overwhelmed Basil. He renounced
his professorship and sat at his sister’s feet, learning from her the

Christian traditions of his family and developing in him the

desire for a different life, a life lived with integrity and virtue and oriented
towards Christ and his coming kingdom. It was the turning

point in Basil's life. Now baptized as an adult, Basil left Caesarea and
toured the monastic establishments of fourth century Egypt

and Syria, where he learned of the constant need for repentance,

of always turning one'’s life towards Christ and the rigorous discipline
necessary for living the monastic life. Basil's life found new focus.

Stern, calm and vigorous, there was steel in him. In 359 AD, Basil was made
a reader in the Church and five years later, the aging Bishop of Caesarea,
Eusebius, ordained him a presbyter, much against his will, and he began to
preach on a regular basis. In 370 AD, with the death of Eusebius, Basil
became the Bishop of Caesarea.

As Bishop of Caesarea, Basil was also the metropolitan of Cappadocia and
the Exarch of Pontus, and his authority extended over eleven provinces of
Asia Minor. He simmered with energy. He administered his diocese,
preached and taught, fostered monasteries, wrote innumerable letters

and published a small flood of books, many of them key theological texts still
read to this day. He wrote to governors, tax collectors, widows, generals and
more. His letters are often long by ancient standards, carefully considered
and written in a hard-driving style characteristic of everything he wrote: a

style composed of seemingly boundless energy, a fierce strength and an

overwhelming love. He prepared the plans for the huge hospital he




proposed to build outside the walls of the city of Caesarea, the first of its
kind in the ancient world, with dispensaries and dormitories, a soup kitchen

for the hungry and a special building for lepers. To this hospital, the poor
and the sick would be admitted free. Basil confronted corruption among the
clergy and was unafraid to confront even the emperor’s personal envoy, if

necessary.

Sometime in 372 AD, the Roman Emperor Valens, who denied the divinity
of Christ, sent theprefect Modestos to Caesarea to make Basil conform to
imperial policies and accept Arianism or be removed from the episcopacy.
Modestos, who bore the title Count of the East, possessed only a little less
power than the emperor. He summoned Basil before an imperial tribunal in
Caesarea and fortunately, we have a record of their conversation.

"Basil,” Modestos shouted, ignoring Roman protocol and omitting all of
Basil's titles and honors, "how dare you defy imperial power? Do you know
what | can do to you? Don't you fear my power?”

What can you do?"” Basil answered quietly.

"What! You dare say that to me! | can confiscate your possessions, banish
you, torture you and put you to death!”

"Is that all?"” Basil replied. "None of these things bother me. You cannot
confiscate my property and possessions because | have none, unless you
want to take the clothes that I'm wearing and the few books that | have.
Banishment and exile — what have these to do with me? | am at home
everywhere on God's earth. You cannot exile me from the grace of God! |
am already a pilgrim and sojourner in this life. To be put to death is the
only power you have over me. As for death, it is welcome to me, for it will
bring me all the sooner into His blessed Presence, close to Him whom |
already serve.”




Startled, Modestos said: "No one ever spoke to me in such a manner until

n

now
No doubt,” retorted Basil. "You've probably never met a bishop until now.”

Basil's defiant rejection of Modestos was so surprising that he had earned
the man's respect.

By 372 AD, Basil had only seven more years to live. He would be dead by
the time he was fifty. He lived those years to the full, driving himself hard,
forever writing or dictating, visiting churches, thundering his defense of the
divinity of Christ or quarreling with the enemies he made because of his
devotion to Christ. He refused to rest. He had a strong sympathy for the
poor and downtrodden. He developed a passion for embracing lepers. His
sermons on the Christian necessity of helping those who are poor cannot
be read without challenge to this day. Basil’'s homilies are characterized by

a deliberate attempt to humanize and personalize the plight of the poor.

Basil brings his powerful rhetorical skills to bear in order to show us the
face of our neighbor: the emaciated face of the starving person who has
gone blind as a result of malnutrition, the agonized face of a parent forced
to sell a child into slavery in order to save the rest of the family from
starvation. Basil is determined that the faces of our suffering brothers and
sisters should not be ignored or remain hidden from us. He harshly
criticizes the wealthy of his day for their excessive consumption -
sumptuous meals, lavish dress, large and ornately decorated houses, all of
which he sees as directly linked to the plight of the poor. For

him, to love Christ and to care for the poor were the two sides of a

single coin.

Basil the Great — a learned man devoted to the sacred truth of Christ in a
singular fashion, afraid of no man and in love with God.




STEWARDSHIP AND ENDOWMENT FUND

Saint Paul's Stewardship Message and the Endowment Fund

As | mentioned in my comments on Sunday November 9", | am humbled by the

enerosity of this parish. As we close the 2025 campaign, | am once again able to say
that your contributions are on track to exceed our stewardship budget. Your support
continues to make Saint Paul’s an amazing beacon of Christ-centric Orthodoxy in our
part of the world. It is with my deepest love and gratitude that | thank you for your on-
going support of our beloved parish. | pray that we will continue this momentum into
2026! Please be sure to fill out your 2026 stewardship pledge.

Speaking of 2026, | want to make sure you are aware of a new aspect of St. Paul’s
that | am excited to share with you. The Saint Paul’'s Endowment Fund.

Saint Paul’s has an Endowment Fund

On June 6, 2025, the Board of Directors of the Foundation voted unanimously to
donate the Foundation Endowment Fund to Saint Paul’s Church. The gracious gesture
creates a new ministry at Saint Paul’s that can more effectively support our parish’s

ood works and long-term ability to serve Jesus Christ. The funds were transferred to
the Church on November 19, 2025. The Foundation’s gift is the single largest non-
building campaign donation in the history of Saint Paul’s!

Saint Paul’s Endowment Fund

The Mission Statement of Saint Paul's Endowment Fund is to provide long-term
financial support of St. Paul’s facilities, ministries, programs, charities and services for
the expansion of Orthodoxy in Orange County anoloaround the world. The Fund has
over $1.2 million in assets as of the end of November 2025.

Why An Endowment Fund?

An Endowment Fund is a way to make a lasting impact on St. Paul’s Orthodox Church
community. It is a simple, transparent and legally understood fund structure that is
used by most charities, educational institutions and religious organizations. The reason
for its popularity is that donated assets stay in the fund ?orever. Only income from the
endowment’s investments is distributed. This means that the total fund value grows
over time with its underlying assets. The result: a gift or bequeath into the Saint Paul’s
Endowment Fund will grow and perpetually support our parish community.

Background of Saint Paul’s Endowment Fund

The Saint Paul's Endowment Fund was started by Saint Paul’s Foundation in May of
2008 to benefit Saint Paul’s Church and its ministries. It was originally named the
Foundation Endowment Fund reflecting its creation by members of Saint Paul’s
Foundation. Since its founding in 1983, the Foundation has been composed of
parishioners with professional expertise and financial resources to support Saint Paul’s
campus development plan. For the subsequent 40 years, Foundation members
devoted their time, talent and financial resources to support and protect the parish’s
campus development. As part of these efforts, the Foundation also funded and
nurtured the Endowment Fund.



STEWARDSHIP AND ENDOWMENT FUND

Plan for the Endowment Fund

The Saint Paul’s Endowment Ministry will continue the Foundation’s conservative
management of the fund'’s assets with a simple mix of low cost, diversified equity and
bond%unds. The ministry plans to grow the Endowment Fund through a combination
of direct contributions from our church community, donations from special events,
bequeaths or other gifts. Since the fund’s principle is not used and the assets are
invested in broad market investments, the actual power of the endowment fund
increases from balanced growth in both donations and compounding market
appreciation. Over time, this produces increasing significance from every contribution
and ultimately translates into perpetual support for the good works of Saint Paul’s
Greek Orthodox Church.

Why Support the Endowment Fund?

As Orthodox Christians, we are called to respond to God'’s grace in Christ. God has
acted in love toward us, calling us to respond with acts of kindness towards others.
God has uniquely blessed St. Paul’s with a vibrant, loving community. By supporting
the St. Paul’'s Endowment Fund, you are honoring His Gifts with a perpetual legacy of
thanksgiving for His grace.

Different from Stewardship

Support for the Endowment Fund is different from stewardship. Stewardship funds
church operations. Stewardship is about giving thanks for today’s blessings.
Supporting the Endowment Fund is a forever gesture that perpetually funds the good
WorLos of Saint Paul's.

How Can You Make a Perpetual Offering of Thanksgiving?

1.Planned Gift: Name Saint Paul's Greek Orthodox Church and designate the
Endowment Fund in your Will or Estate Plan.

2.Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD’s): If you are at least 70 and six months-
years old and have a qualified retirement account like an IRA, you may distribute up to
$100,000 each year to a Charitable Organization like Saint Paul’s Greek Church
Endowment Fund, without including the distribution in Gross Income for your Federal
Tax Return. We are happy to provide the Church’s Charitable Organization’s Tax ID,
upon request.

3.Donate to Saint Paul’s Endowment Fund.

4.Questions: stpaulsendowment@stpaulsirvine.org.

Mark Hudoff

St. Paul’s Endowment Fund



PHILOPTOCHOS

*‘% Philoptochos: An Army of Agape

Happy New Year 2026!

We are lookingforward to afabulous yearand tohavingmore of you join our amazing ministry by becoming a member of
Philoptochos! Philoptochos membership is giving back to others and opening your heart to make a difference to those in need!

Be a member, get involved, and get inspired!

Let’s celebrate our events last month ...

The phenomenal Christmas Bake Sale & Boutique took place on Sunday, December 14th and was a huge success!!
Featuring lots of delicious pastries and fabulous gift baskets and other items, this annual event has become a

tradition for the Christmas season and allows Philoptochos to raise funds to support a multitude of charities. We had so man
Philoptochos members show up to our baking sessions, which were organized by Rama Debbaneh, and help create the Greek
cookies and package them... a true Army of Agape! Also, many thanks to Mary Anne Smith, Genie Martin, Diane Miller and Cherise
Matthews for baking their own homemade cookies for this event. Special thanks to our lead bakers, Katia Abatjoglou (and her
husband, Tony), Constantina Romm and Poita Cernius for all their hard work in orchestrating the ingredients, creating the dough,
and manning the ovens for the Greek cookies. What can | say about the amazing gift baskets? Our Chairperson of the Boutique,
Denise Lekas, created 70 baskets from the generous donations we received from our Philoptochos members!!! She singlehandedly
designed and crafted each basket and all who attended were blown away by them. Thank you to Denise for her devotion to

Philoptochos and for making this Boutique such a success. Additional thanks go to Bill Lekas (and family) for all the help and support
he gave to make sure the baskets arrived at the Events Center!!

Happening this month... January 4th is Vasilopita Sunday and the cutting of the Vasilopita will take place in the
g?rish Hall. Philoptochos will be selling Vasilopita bread for you to take home!! All bread sales support

Basil’s Academy and other Children’s charities. vavVY
LA AR 2J

Also, save the date...our next Adelphia Luncheon will be on January 24th at Seasons 52 restaurant... ; ::::

an email regarding the details will be sent out so you can RSVP! Adeiphia

Also, Save the Date for our amazing Membership Event Extravaganza on February 8th after Liturgy! RSVPs begin now!!

Our mission? “To promote charitable, benevolent and philanthropic outreach to support and serve the sanctity of life and family; to
perpetuate and promote our Orthodox faith and traditions”. Simply put, Philoptochos is constantly working to serve wherever
there is a need. It is an organization of women who remain steadfast and driven to give to those who are suffering, who respond to
the call of need._Being a member brings you one step closer to fulfilling the call within you to help your brothers and sisters in need.

Please contact me if you have joined Philoptochos and have special talents that you can bring to our ministry! Would you like to be

more involved? Are you willing to help with events and community service? Would you like to be a part of the Army of Agape? We
are looking forward to a new season of giving and providing support to those in need.

Join the Fun + Make A Difference + Women Changing Lives

In His Service,

Priscilla Tedesco
President, St Paul’s Ladies Philoptochos Society




VASILOPITA SUNDAY

“A trece is
known by its
fruit; a man by
his deeds”- St.
Basil The
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PURCHASE Y
BREAD IN THE PARISH HALL

JOINSEHELCELEBRATIONSOBTHE
CUTTING OF ST BASIL’S BREAD

Proceeds to benefit St. Basil’'s Academy and
Youth & Young Adult Programs

Donate pei L)
Here; :




PHILOPTOCHOS MEMBERSHIP

. 6IN E FUN
& MIMOSAS

A PHILOPTOCHOS CELEBRATION EXTRAVAGANZA

FEBRUARY 8, 2026

FOLLOWING DIVINE LITURGY IN THE EVENTS CENTER

Join us {o'r" a N Come meet
fabulous unch, . /" other members

mimosas, specml fi) and learn about
p'r'esentatto'ns our
and fellowship ; .g___ : o philanthropic
with our B work
Phtloptochos ]

C mnmumtg Reg istration $40 per
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FOLK DANCE FESTIVAL

GREEK DANCE FDF PREVIEW
& FREE Lunch

Hosted by St. Paul’s Greek Davice Manistry
OMORFI ZO1

Sunday, January 25th

St. Paul's Event Center

Donations are greatly appreciated
and will support
St. Paul's Greek Dance Program

*FDF - Faith Dance Fellowshig
Folk Dance and Choral Festival




BIBLE STUDY
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MONDAY EVENINGS
ZOOM ONLY _
7:30-8:30PM .

RESUMING JANUARY 12

Send-an email to info@stpaulsirvine.org ta fequest:th —»-I«'-Tuf"':ti“.qa




FAITH IN FIFTEEN
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FALTI IN FIFTEEN
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January 4: "Woater in Scripture: source of destruction and source of life" (Coroneus)

January 11: “ God's epiphanies (appearances) in the Old Testament “ (Coroneus)

January 18: “St. Athanasius: Who is Jesus?“ (Tibbs)

January 25: “St. Gregory the Theologian: What is the Trinity?“ (Tibbs)

Dr. John Coroneus
MDiv, PhD BioChem

Dr. Eve Tibbs,
MA, PhD Theology



YOUNG ADULT LEAGUE

SAINT PAUL'S YOUNG RDULT LEAGUE

A ministry serving adults ages 18-35

THERE IS A HOME FOR YOU IN OUR GOMMUNITY

JoinourWhatsApp chat tolearnabout
upcoming events, service opportunities, and
gatherings coming in 2026!

Irvine Orthodox Young Adult League

T R
A "

OUR GUIDING VERSE - PSALM 144 “That our sons may be as plants grown up in
their youth; that our daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the
similitude of a palace.”




AMBASSADORS

ST. PAUL’S FREE SHOWING AT 11 AM ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 OF
THE BEAUTIFUL SHORT TALK “THE DAY WHEN OUR SOULS ARE
CLEANSED AND WE REFLECT THE PERFECT IMAGE OF GOD” BY
FR. SERAPHIM ALDEA ON THE BIG SCREEN AT ST. PAUL’S WITH OUR
FREE LUNCH TO FOLLOW ALSO AT ST. PAUL’S!

We invite you to join us on Thursday, January 8th at 11 am to watch the beautiful short talk
on film (only 11 minutes long!) of “The Day When our Souls are Cleansed and We Reflect
the Perfect Image Of God” by the wonderful Fr. Seraphim Aldea on the big screen at St.
Paul’s. Father Seraphim is the founder and spiritual father of the Mull Orthodox Monastery
of All Celtic Saints and of the Iona Monastery both : e

in Scotland. Then after the short film we plan to

have our free Lenten luncheon also in the St. Paul’s

Parish Hall! If you cannot come in person, you can

click onto https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3s-

25Xhcjo in order to watch this beautiful short film

at home. Kindly RSVP to Dean Langis at 949-733-

2366 or at dlangis@stpaulsirvine.org so that he may

know how much food to get. Please come and bring

a friend for a lovely day—thank you!

ST. PAUL'S GREEK LUNCH AT CHRISTAKIS" GREEK CUISINE IN TUSTIN ON
THURSDAY, JANUARY 22 AT 11 AM!

You may either carpool with us from St. Paul’s at 11 am or meet us directly at
Christakis Greek Cuisine at 13011 Newport Ave., Tustin, CA 92780; 714-731-6600;
https: //christakisgreekcuisine.com/ .

You can see the wonderful customer reviews of this restaurant at
https: //www.yelp.com/biz /christakis-greek-cuisine-tustin .
Please RSVP to me, Dean Langis, at 949-733-2366 or at dlangis@stpaulsirvine.org so that | can let the
restaurant know how many to set up for-thank you!

Orange County Weekly once voted Christakis the best Greek restaurant in Orange County!:
“Stepping into this hidden restaurant, you are transported to the Mediterranean.
Soothing blues surround white-cloaked tables that will soon hold feasts of feta and kalamata olives,
tangy dolmades (stuffed grape leaves), and the smoothest hummus in the county.
The chicken Athenian is stuffed with so much flavor you will forget you're sitting in a Tustin strip mall.
The lamb in the paidakia is tender and herbaceous, its olive oil marinade
brightening the rice pilaf on your plate.
Do try to save room for the baklava; its sweet aroma will haunt you for days if you don't.”
—OC Weekly.

Please come and bring a friend for a lovely lunch & get-together!




NATIVITY WALK
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Scenes from the Nativity Walk - Dec 2

Anthony Theodorou and Nicole Theodorou Spiro:Suniand tiko Fouts

L]

We are'deeply grateful for thé generosity of ?arishioners and friendé whose financial gifts made this project
possible: David and Diane Miller, George and'Sherie Sardis, Richard and Elaine Kahn, Jim Eckstaedt,
Corinne Anderson, Bob and Genie Martin, Bill and Poita Cer'nlus Steve and Eve Tibbs, ChrIS and Helen

I_oms Diane Elias. + . : !

L]

We are also grateful for the hands of many helpers: { .

Sets & Props: Derick and Andrea Fouts, George and Karen EkIZIan Jeremy Wittman, T elii Boucher,
Logistics: Jeremy and Therésa Wittman, Geoff and Katherine Boucher, Dorothea Love, Helen Louis,
Costumes: Lydia Pearson, Maria Alpatskaya, Yulia Lukoshyna; *

Audio: Ron Tedesco

Innkeepers & Shopkeepers: 5th & 6th grade class
Anastasia Maniatogiannis & Paul Zweigle




NATIVITY WALK

Shepherds: 3rd and 4th Grade class

Angel of the Lord: Sofia Sun

i \:'\ - 1 Little Angels: 1st and 2nd Grade class
\ :\ ..'!"E‘ - k!

w
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Herod: Ben Pearson
Magi: Jack Barrett, Landon Hogan, Luke Dargavel

” e
Mary: Anna Rappas, Joseph: Jacob Lehman, Magi 1: Corbin Morrow, Magi 2: Matthew Farrow,
Magi 3: Ben Rausch, Shepherd 1: Stavros Sun, Shepherd 2: Thomas Elston, Angel: Hannah Manneh




ARCHDEACON JUSTIN BOSL

My Brothers and sisters of our St. Paul’s Parish family,

At a zoom meeting with His Eminence, Metropolitan Gerasimos and His Grace, Bishop loannis on Monday,
December 8th the parish council and | were informed that Archdeacon Justin Bosl will be assigned to St. Paul’s
as our new assistant priest.

Archdeacon Justin, his wife and children, will be visiting St. Paul’s and participate in the Liturgy on Sunday,
January 11th! He will later be ordained to the priesthood at St. Paul’s on Sunday, February 1st and celebrate his
first Liturgy at St. Paul’s as a newly ordained priest on Monday, February 2nd — the feast of the Presentation of
Christ to the Temple in Jerusalem.

Archdeacon Justin Bosl was born in Cleveland, Ohio but moved to Tracy, CA when he was ten years old. He
and his wife, Annemarie — a Tracy native - have four children: Judi (Markella) (22), Joseph (20), Gregory (17)
and Natalia (16). Raised in the Roman Catholic Church, Justin and Annemarie were married in 2002 and
together became Orthodox Christians in 2004 at Resurrection Greek Orthodox Church in Castro Valley, CA.
Archdeacon Justin holds a BA in Philosophy from Franciscan University in

Steubenville Ohio and a J.D. from the University of San Francisco School of Law. He completed the diaconate
program at Holy Greek Orthodox School of Theology, studied at the Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies in
Cambridge, England, received a Master of Divinity degree from the Antiochian House of Studies, and a
master’s degree in theology, also from Holy Cross.

From June 2004 thru January 2023 Justin worked as a trial lawyer for Kazan, McClain, Greenwood and
Satterley, representing workers and consumers with cancer, becoming a partner in the firm before deciding to
enter ministry.

Prior to his ordination to the diaconate in 2021, he served on the parish council at Resurrection, including two
years as parish council president. At Resurrection he taught adult education and Bible study, led the Psalter
group, and ministered to inmates at the San Quentin State Prison. As the Archdeacon to Metropolitan
Gerasimos, he has had the blessing to visit many of the parishes in our Metropolis and witnessed many of the
creative ways that the various communities of our Metropolis serve God's people.

He is on the board of directors of the St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center, the national board of directors of
FOCUS North America and has held various positions of responsibility in our Metropolis over the years, from
being the chair of the Metropolis legal committee to being the lead of our Metropolis diaconate program.

We look forward to celebrating the beginning his ministry as a priest at St. Paul’s in the New Year! We will
have much work to do as we begin this transition and welcome Archdeacon Justin and his family to our Christ-

loving community!

With love in Christ,

Father Steve

Archdeacon Justin Bosl 20



2026 MINISTRY LEADERS

THE PARISH COUNCIL

President: George Theodorou Vice President: Andrew Markis
Treasurer: Jim Eckstaedt Secretary: John Leventis

Jim Dargavel, George Ekizian, William Fawzy, Maria Gallagher,
Greg Gerig, Linda Gorbenko, Alexis Konopisos,

Steve Kouracos, Ron Matthews, Ron Tedesco, Steve Tibbs

ST. PAUL'S FOUNDATION

President: Mark Hudoff Vice President: Hugo Aviles

Secretary: Bill Lekas Treasurer: Jim Eckstaedt

James Alexiou, John Britigan, Nick Davis, George Debbaneh, George
Ekizian, Mona Fahmy, William Fawzy, Wayne House, Alex Jianas,
Anthony Kalomas, Ted Konopisos, George Kookootsedes,

Chris Koutures, Chris Louis, Leo Lovato, Comas Lykos, Lou Machos,
Tom Mallos, Mitri Manneh, Ron Matthews, David Miller, Chen Sun,
Ron Tedesco, George Theodorou, Dennis Thomas, Steve Tibbs and
Father Steven Tsichlis

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Mark Hudoff, Brenden Barrett, Jeff Levine, Lou Machos, Jennifer
Mitchell, Claire Pearson, Ron Tedesco

PHILOPTOCHOS

(Love for the Poor)

President: Priscilla Tedesco Advisor: Barbara House

First V.P.: Hresula Hudoff Second V.P. Cherise Matthews, Recording
Secretary: Bea Dargavel

Corresponding Secretary: Monica Leontas

Treasurer: Laura Leventis Assistant Treasurer: Nada Gerig

Chaplain: Ginny Farmer Tomich

Katia Abatjoglou, Samantha Barrett, Lucy Bataneant,

Megan Bonynge, Kia Davis, Rama Debbaneh, Laura Holland, Denise
Lekas, Helen Louis, Dianne Markis, Marcella Miller and Barbara Wood

MISSIONS IS POSSIBLE

Chairman: Alex Gorbenko

Secretary: Nadine Mwesigwa

Treasurer: Linda Gorbenko

St. Photini Well Project: Adam Mwesigwa

AMBASSADORS (AGES 55 AND UP)
Coordinated by: Dean Langis

ST. PAUL'S LIBRARY
Jennifer Mitchell

PRAYER MINISTRIES
The Anchorites: Diane Elias
Men'’s Prayer Fellowship: Chris Koutures and Chris Stamos

BIBLE STUDY PROGRAMS

Monday Night Bible Study: Eve Tibbs
Women's Bible Study: Eve Tibbs

Orthodox Koinonia Bible Study: Dean Langis

ST. PAUL'S BOOKSTORE
Joanne Lorton and Denise Oller

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Orthodox Christianity 101: Fr. Steve & Mark Nauroth
Orthodox/Catholic Book Club: Fr. Steve

Women'’s Study Fellowship: Dorothea Love & Georgia Theodore

GRIEF AND BEREAVEMENT
Coordinator: Presvytera Elaine Stephanides

CHURCH CATECHETICAL SCHOOL
Executive Director: Eve Tibbs

Directors: Denise Canellos, Andrea Fouts, Jim
Leontas, Dorothea Love, Cherise Matthews,
MaryAnne Smith, and Steve Tibbs

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES

Youth Ministries Coordinator: Georgia Theodorou
Youth Leader: Hannah Manneh

Acolytes: John Britigan, Dean Langis

Hope and Joy: Bea Dargavel

Young Adult Ministries: Kevin & Maria Gallagher,

Natalie Cernius, Bella Barrett, Ben Pearson, Claire
Pearson, Ben Rausch, and Spiro Sun

CHOIR/CHURCH MUSIC

Director: Eve Tibbs

President: Stacy Gentry
Vice-President: Steve Borchert
Treasurer: John Smith

Secretary: Georgia Theodor

Youth Choir Director: Andrea Fouts
Assistant Director: Jennifer Hampson

BREAD FOR THE LITURGY
Coordinator: Deacon Daniel Cunningham

WELCOME MINISTRY
Coordinators: Ara Derderian, George Ekizian

USHER MINISTRY
Coordinators: Geoff Boucher &
Nick Diamantopoulos

ARCHONS OF THE

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

Ted Konopisos, Archon leronymos
Steve Tibbs, Archon Orphanotrophos

GREEK FOLKDANCE

Youth

Coordinator: Georgia Theodorou

Instructors: Spiro Sun, Anastasia Maniatogiannis,
and Katherine Canellos

Adults
Coordinator: Spiro Sun

GREEK SCHOOL
Coordinator: Maria Papaefthymiou
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JANUARY CALENDAR

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1
HAPPY NEW YEAR'S DAY
Church Office Closed

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
VASILOPITA SUNDAY
8:30a Morning Prayer
9:30a Divine Liturgy
11a Church School
11:45a Faith in Fifteen

MONDAY, JANUARY 5
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
7:30p Mon. Night Bible Study Zoom

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
THEOPHANY

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
9a Morning Prayer

10a Divine Liturgy

11:15a Blessing of Waters

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
9a Morning Prayer

10a Divine Liturgy

7p Orthodox Christianity 101

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
10a Women's Bible Study on Zoom
and in Person

11a Ambassadors Short Film on Big
Screen with Fr. Seraphim Aldea.
Free Lunch

7p Orthodox Koinonia Bible Study

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11

8:30a Morning Prayer

9:30a Divine Liturgy

11a Church School

11:15a Blessing of Parish Council
11:30a Youth Sunday for Hope and
Joy (Grades K to 6)

11:45a Faith in Fifteen

MONDAY, JANUARY 12

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

11a Women'’s Study Fellowship
7:30p Mon. Night Bible Study Zoom

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
7p Orthodox Christianity 101

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15

89a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
10a Women's Bible Study on Zoom
and in Person

7p Orthodox Koinonia Bible Study
7:30p Men'’s Prayer Fellowship

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
8:30a Morning Prayer
9:30a Divine Liturgy
11a Church School
11:45a Faith in Fifteen

MONDAY, JANUARY 19
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
Church Office Closed

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

7:30p Mon. Night Bible Study Zoom

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

6p Parish Council
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JANUARY CALENDAR

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
7p Orthodox Christianity 101
7:30p Men'’s Study Fellowship

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

10a Women's Bible Study on Zoom
and in Person

11a Ambassadors Lunch at Christakis
Greek Taverna in Tustin

7p Orthodox Koinonia Bible Study

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25

8:30a Morning Prayer

9:30a Divine Liturgy

11a Church School

11:30a Folk Dance Festival Preview
Free Lunch

11:45a Faith in Fifteen

MONDAY, JANUARY 26

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

11a Women'’s Study Fellowship
7:30p Mon. Night Bible Study Zoom

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
7p Orthodox Christianity 101

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
10a Women's Bible Study on Zoom
and in Person

7p Orthodox Koinonia Bible Study

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30

9a Praying the Psalms on Zoom
THREE HIERARCHS

9a Morning Prayer

10a Divine Liturgy

It 1s easier to

measure the entire
sea with a tiny cup
than to grasp the

of_G_od with the-

ineffable greatness

o 20 e ————
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Have mercy on me, O Lord.
Strengthen my soul; govern the rest of my life towards Your will,
as Your compassion and love for humankind know best.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT




